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“Tomorrow exists even though I may not exist in it.”
- Jamaica Kincaid

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

NAAACC 
Celebrating 

25 Years
     The year 2018 repre-
sents a true milestone 
for the North Alabama 
African American 
Chamber of Commerce.
     NAAACC celebrates 
25 years of service 
to businesses in the 
Tennessee Valley.  In 
addition to its tradi-
tional offerings, the 
organization will focus 
on strengthening its 
core and building the 
NAAACC legacy for the 
future.
       NAAACC will host 
a Women Business 
Owners Forum in the 
April, and it announced 
a website makeover 
contest during Black 
History Month. 
      NAAACC’s quar-
terly training sessions 
will be available for 
viewing on-line or at the 
training site starting in 
March.
      NAAACC also 
established a Mentoring 
Team Program focused 
on member businesses 
less than four years old, 
as well as a Legacy Fund 
for long-term sustain-
ability and NAAACC 
building acquisition.

Local Named BEYA at Washington Event
     On Saturday, Febru-
ary 10, Jacqueline Flakes 
Martin received the 2018 
Johnnie Wilson Legacy 
Black Engineer of the Year 
Award (BEYA) in Wash-
ington D.C.  
     The award ceremony 
was part of the annual 
Black Engineer of the Year 
Award STEM Conference 
festivities. 
      This is a national award 
named in honor of African 
American four-star Gener-
al (Ret.) Johnnie Wilson, a 
living legend who is known 
for his landmark career ac-

complishments in 
leading the Army’s 
worldwide logis-
tics operations.  
    The award was 
presented by John 
James, executive 
director of the 
Missile De-
fense Agency 
(MDA), 
Office of the 
Secretary 
of Defense, 
Pentagon, 
Washington, 
DC., (l) and Ret. General 
Johnnie Wilson (right).

     Martin is a senior 
engineer at the Mis-
sile Defense Agency 
and serves as the 
Hardware-in-the-
Loop Lab Operations 

Lead and Agency STEM 
Ambassador.

Striving for Greatness
     Rolling Hills Elementary School (RHES) recently held its 
Annual Spelling Bee. Dr. Jerry Wilson, director of operations 
for Huntsville City Schools, served as pronouncer for the 
event, while Katrina Davis, Morris GATE teacher; Eliza-
beth Smith, RHES PTA president; and Rosalyn Mathis, US 
AMRDEC SED, computer engineer, served as judges for the 
event.
     Twenty-five students in grades 3-6 participated and were 
excited about the possibility of representing RHES as the 
Spelling Bee Champion. Students had previously partici-
pated in classroom Spelling Bees and spent several months 
studying words and their definitions. Jordan Stallworth, 
a 5th grader, proved to be the Champion Bee on the road 
to GREATNESS with the winning word “severely”. Catlin 
Harvey, also a 5th grader, is the second-place winner. Jordan 
represented RHES in the county-wide Spelling Bee February 
6 at Randolph School’s Garth Road Campus in the Thurber 
Arts Center.

Chamber Bestows 
Highest Award:  
The Huntsville/
Madison County 
Chamber of Com-
merce awarded 
Liz Hurley and 
Dave Hargrove the 
2018 Distinguished 
Service Award on 
February 13, 2018, 
at the 82nd Annual 
Membership Meet-
ing.  The husband 
and wife team was 
each presented with 
the 2018 Distin-
guished Service 
Award, establishing 
history as the first 
time a married cou-
ple has received the 
highest individual 
honor given by the 
local Chamber.
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2 Corinthians 1:3-4 says, 
Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of com-
passion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us 
in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the com-
fort we ourselves receive 
from God.
      Once again there was 
another school shooting 
this past week in Park-
land, Fla. Once again, 
no one knows why the 
shooter decided to kill 
innocent people. Once 
again there will be flow-
ers and memorials set in 
place where people’s loved 
ones have died. And, once 
again the families will 
try to seek closure as  to 
why this all happened. 
In 2 Corinthians 1, Paul  
wants to tell us the truth. 
The fact of the matter is 
life can be painful. When 
Jesus died upon the cross, 
it was painful. We all see 

that  sin has made it’s ugly 
mark on society, and it’s 
repercussions are felt in a 
major way. But guess what? 
We are not alone. Job was 
a righteous man and yet he 
still had to endure pain and 
suffering. The apostle Paul 
was no stranger to pain ei-
ther and yet through it all he 
says, I still want to give God 
praise. You see, if we ever 
want to provide comfort to 
others, there are some things 
we need to understand and 
realize. First, God sends us a 
comforter. Paul says with the 
affliction he provides a com-
forter and his name is Jesus. 
In times like these only Jesus 
can provide the comfort that 

we need to heal. Secondly, 
we need to realize that 
God is sovereign. So no 
matter what happens 
in our lives God is still 
in control, even though 
there will be mistakes and 
failures from other people. 
God is working them out 
in our lives for our good. 
And, finally, when provid-
ing comfort for others, 
we need to understand 
that God will change the 
condition of your circum-
stance. For example, God 
did not simply just deliver 
the Hebrew boys from the 
fiery furnace; He joined 
them in the furnace.  
Because the fire was still 
hot, but the fire was not 
normal because Jesus, the 
comforter, joined them in 
it. So, if God has not taken 
you out of something, let 
him join you in it, so that 
the condition of your situ-
ation will change for the 
better …. Stay encouraged, 
my brothers and sisters.

Champion Game Plan for Life
by Preston Brown

Spotlight on Our Elders ... Featuring 

Mrs. Geneva S. Wright
    Mrs. Geneva Scales 
Wright dedicated her life 
to educating children, 
whether in the spiritual or 
academic arena.
   The fourth of eight 
siblings, she 
was born and 
educated in
Sumter 
County High 
School in 
1954. Her 
credentials 
for teach-
ing were 
awarded by
Alabama 
A&M Col-
lege (1959) and Alabama 

A&M University (1964), 
where she received the 
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees. The venues of her 
39 years of teaching experi-
ence span from Sumter 

County to
Marshall 
County, and 
from Madi-
son County 
to Huntsville
City school 
systems. 
The longest 
tenure in 
her teach-
ing career 
was with the 

Huntsville City Schools at 

Lincoln Elementary, where 
she continued to substitute 
almost weekly. “I sub only 
at Lincoln,” was her reply 
to those seeking her service 
at other schools. 
    At Fellowship Presby-
terian Church USA, she 
served as a tutor and direc-
tor of the Fellowship After 
School Study and Tutorial 
(FASST) program that fo-
cused on students in grades 
1-5 from Martin Luther 
King (MLK) Jr. Elemen-
tary School assessments. 
Wright recruited students 
for her Edmonton Heights 
Summer Camp, which 
she founded and directed. 

Valley Mourns Death of Long-time AAMU Educator and Administrator
      The Tennessee Valley and 
areas far beyond are mourn-
ing the February 19, 2018, 
death of one of the region’s 
most gifted educators and ad-
ministrators in higher educa-
tion.

     In the course of her nearly 40-year 
affiliation with historic Alabama A&M 
University, trustees voted and elected 
Dr. Virginia Caples as the individual to 
take the helm of leadership as interim 
president for the University in 1995 and 
again in 2005.
     Dr. Caples was a native of Doddsville, 
Miss., located in the Mississippi delta.  
The Alcorn State University graduate 
provided tireless service to Alabama 
A&M University for almost four de-
cades in various capacities as interim 
president, provost and vice president for 
academic affairs, associate dean, Distin-
guished University Professor and 1890 
administrator. 
     In these capacities, she provided effec-
tive leadership in areas such as strate-

gic planning, academic 
program development 
and evaluation, faculty 
performance, institutional 
effectiveness, technology 
integration, meeting ac-
creditation requirements, 
and student learning 
outcomes. 
      She was the lead fa-
cilitator for the University’s 
strategic planning and 
SACS accreditation efforts 
in 1984, 1994, 2004, and 
2014. Further, she was one 
of the principal individuals 
involved in the implemen-
tation of Knight, Sims, et al 
v. State of Alabama Higher 
Education Desegregation 

Lawsuit for Alabama A&M 
University.
     AAMU established the 
Virginia Caples Lifelong 
Learning Institute (VCLLI) 
in honor of Dr. Caples.  
With the opening of the 
VCLLI, AAMU joined the 
ranks of its sister Institu-
tion, Hampton University, 
to become only the second 
Historically Black College 
and University (HBCU) 
and the first 1890 land 
grant institution, in the 
nation to address learning 
and advanced quality of life 
for the older adult popula-
tion.
    Dr. Caples was a mem-

ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated, 
and the Greater Hunts-
ville Chapter of The Links 
Incorporated. 
      She was a member of 
the Church Street Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church, 
where she was a Sunday 
school teacher and chair 
of the Diaconate.  She 
was married to Hundley 
Batts, Sr., and together 
they owned and operated 
“Your Community Station” 
WEUP 103.1 FM.
      Funeral services will be 
Saturday, Feb. 24, 12 noon, 
at First Missionary Baptist 
Church in Huntsville.
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FAhhh, February ... Valentines, Mass Murders, Movies and More!
     Last Wednesday was Valentine’s Day. I hope you enjoyed the time with fam-
ily, friends and Sweethearts! Most of us don’t get to enjoy chocolates as much as 
we like because of the modern day concern about elevated glucose levels. Years 
ago, we only heard about people with diabetes, few of whom we actually knew. 
The few we knew who had ‘sugar’ issues didn’t take insulin and medicines for 
it. They managed their diets without a lot of hoopla. If you offered them food 
outside of their diets, they politely said “no thanks,” and life moved forward. 
When we return to the farm-raised boxes of nutritional foods that the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is talking about providing our citizens who need subsidies, this is supposed to make us 
healthier. Yep, correct. Try ordering a medium, veggie pizza, and you will discover quickly that you will pay about 
$3 more for that healthier choice. It’s hard to imagine some things if you have not lived them. The commodities we 
got when I was growing up included blocks of salty cheese and canned meat, really thick peanut butter, full grain 
cornmeal, powdered milk, rice and beans. Before we begin to think about how to prepare it, we need to first figure 
out where the farmers are who are going to plant, harvest, package and deliver these healthy foods to the warehouse 
for distribution. It will take little time to discover that large families are, for the most part, a thing of the past. I cer-
tainly hope the engineers and food scientists are designing and developing harvesting equipment and preservatives 
without salt and sugar to get this stuff to us. Stay tuned for the rest of that conversation.
     It’s time for us to do something about everyday access to assault weapons. I believe in the 2nd Amendment of the 
Constitution; however, the men (and youths) who are mowing down our children and innocent citizens would not 
be able to do it at the same rate if they did not have access to these weapons. I grew up around guns. We still own 

guns; however, we have no need for an AK-15 and neither does a 19-year-old. Further, men and women have 
mental illnesses. So, why are the men doing all of this killing? There are ways to regulate it; however, we want 
to “pause and pray,” pass the buck, and place blame rather than take reasonable actions to stop the senseless 
killings. Looks like the high school students in Florida have more sense than the rest of the general popula-
tion. Can’t wait for them to lead the change they are professing. Many of them will be voting in the next elec-
tion. Go figure and go in peace!
     Our daughter came home last Friday and took Bill and me to the movie to see “Black Panther.” I didn’t 
grow up with comic books, so I wasn’t aware of the history. It was not what I expected because my expecta-
tions were uninformed. It was an inspiring movie about culture, class, intellect, history, success, love and 
a number of different emotions. Katie had ordered up three of those fancy seats, that reclined. We ordered 
popcorn, pumped the salty buttery liquid stuff on it, and relaxed for the show. I didn’t know that super heroes 
are so violent. I took my usual unplanned nap and woke up to a ending of triumph and exhilaration. We read 
that the movie had broken a weekend record at box offices by Sunday. If you have not seen it already, I highly 
recommend it. Minus the fighting, which is necessary to execute the storyline, there is much to enjoy in 
“Black Panther.” 
     My sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, presented 53 young ladies to us on Friday evening at the 60th Debutante 
Presentation and Ball. Photojournalist Reggie Allen gave us a preview this week. However, we expect to share 
the fabulous ladies enmasse with you next week. Make sure and look for them in TVW next week. More to 
come about this wonderful experience provided to the ladies and an event enjoyed by all who planned, partic-
ipated and attended. Thank you, Epsilon Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporat-
ed, for your dedication to our next generation of women. It’s always a magical, once-in-a-life-time experience. 
      Finally, congratulations to Liz Hurley and Dave Hargrove on your honor last week of the Distinguished 

Service Award for 2018 by the Huntsville Madison County Chamber of Commerce. Your contributions to this com-
munity are unmatched! By now, I hope Liz has begun to write that book that I have been encouraging her to write 
for at least the past decade. You have overcome much and given even more. Huntsville is a better place because of 
your service.
      Life is moving fast. James tells us that “Faith without works is dead.” I have a lot of faithful, Christian friends. 
Keep the faith and let’s get to work. The next generation is depending on us. Without an action plan, any path will 
get us there. I would rather plan.  How about you?
      Until next week ... Dorothy
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Because it’s a colorful world...

2nd Year of FAITH Initiative 
Scholarships Announced

     In 2012, the Session of 
Fellowship Presbyterian 
Church, initiated forma-
tion of the FAITH Initia-
tive as a mission extension 
of the church. 
     After due process, the 
Internal Revenue Service 
accorded nonprofit status 
to the organiza-
tion. FAITH 
Initiative, 
Incorporated, 
announces two 
$1,000 schol-
arships to be 
awarded in April 2018. 
     The Bobby Bodiford 
Memorial Scholarship and 
the Dr. Constance Dees 
Memorial Scholarship hon-
or these two educators and 
late members of Fellow-
ship Presbyterian Church 

(FPC). 
     The 
scholar-
ships are 
open to 
deserving 
students from the Tennes-
see Valley who have been 
accepted to an accredited 

university or 
technical school 
and who 
demonstrate 
the potential to 
become a pro-
ductive member 

of the community. 
      Recipients are not 
required to be enrolled 
or accepted in an institu-
tion of higher learning in 
Alabama to receive the 
scholarships. Applications 
and requirements have 

been mailed to area high 
school counselors and local 
churches. However, your 
assistance is requested in 
getting this announcement 
to high school seniors. 
      The awards will be 
formally presented at the 
organization’s fundraising 
event in April 2018. Infor-
mation on the annual fun-
draiser will be announced 
in March. 
     Scholarship applications 
may be obtained from 
FAITH Initiative organiza-
tion at faithinitiativenon-
profit@gmail.com or call 
256-714-9399.

Zetas Schedule Spring ‘Hatitude’ Luncheon
    Delta Omega Zeta 
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. is sponsor-
ing a Blue Revue Hatitude 
Luncheon--“Back to the 
Roots”--on Saturday, April 
14, from 11:00 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. at The Jackson Cen-
ter, 6001 Moquin Drive, 
Huntsville, Ala.   
    The Blue Revue is Delta 
Omega Zeta Chapter’s 
annual scholarship fund-
raiser.  Scholarship is one 
of Zeta Phi Beta’s found-
ing principles.  Each year 
scholarships are awarded 
to local high school seniors 
in the Huntsville-Madison 

County community for 
their academic excellence, 
leadership and community 
services. 
      Delta Omega Zeta also 
supports Elder Care and 
Children Initiatives, and it 
has adopted the Mid-South 
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association as one of its 
Elder Care projects.  
      The Children Initiative 
is a national partnership 
with the March of Dimes 
and collaboration with St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.  Zeta Phi Beta 
and the March of Dimes 
have shared a 44-year-old 

partnership.    
     Tickets can be pur-
chased from any Delta 
Omega Zeta member for 
$45 or persons can contact 
(256) 653-4223.

ABOARD!  On Friday, February 23, 2018, trustees, administrators, faculty, staff, 
students and alumni join President Andrew and First Lady Abbiegail Hugine on a re-
turn from the 6th Annual Presidential Scholarship Recognition and Promotional Bus 
Tour. The AAMU enthusiasts departed campus on February 18, traveling the state in 
AAMU’s Bulldog Transit System (BTS) bus, equipped with Wi-Fi, televisions, electri-
cal sockets and restrooms.  Last year (above), the University visited 47 high schools, 
awarded 867 scholarships and set a record for the dollar amount of scholarships 
awarded. The total four-year value of awards offered was $16,573,904.
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Visit myprogressbank.com for more information

Member FDIC

24 month term 

2.00 APY*
%

We’re celebrating our birthday 
with a CD Special!

*APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective as of February 1, 2018 and is subject to change at any time. Minimum to open CD is $10,000. CD owners must open a new or have an existing Progress Bank 
checking account to receive this promotional rate. $1,000 minimum opening balance on new checking accounts. CD interest will be calculated on a 365 day basis, compounded daily and paid monthly with 
a transfer into a Progress Bank checking, savings or money market account or interest can be added to the CD balance each month. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity. Withdrawals of 
interest will reduce earnings. Account is not available for public funds or institutional deposits. Penalty for early withdrawal will be 90 days interest on the amount withdrawn. CD will renew automatically at the 
rate in effect for Progress Bank 24 month CDs at the time of maturity. Limited time offer – ends March 16, 2018.

The 60th Debutante Presentation and Ball
The Members of Epsilon Gamma Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Honor 53 Debutantes - Theme: “Exquisite Diamonds Poised, Polished and Unconquerable”
Friday, February 16, 2018 (Photos by Reggie D. Allen)
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NC100BW Awarding 
Book Scholarships

    The National Coalition of 
100 Black Women Greater 
Huntsville Chapter is pro-
viding $500 book scholar-
ships to three (3) deserving 
graduating seniors.  
     The seniors must reside 
in Huntsville City School 
District, Madison County 
School District or Madison 
City School District and plan 
to continue their studies at a 
postsecondary institution.
Eligibility Requirements:
1.  Applicant must be a   high 
school senior and reside in 
the aforementioned districts.
2.  Applicant must be a grad-
uating high school senior in 
the year of the award.
3.  Applicant must have eight 
hours of community services 
or school-related activities 
(e.g., band, choir, athletics, 
etc.) 
Application Process:
1.  Please complete the appli-
cation form (if handwritten, 
please print legibly).
2.  Letter of application 
addressed to the Scholar-
ship Committee.  The 
letter should contain a brief 
explanation of career/scho-
lastic goals and biographical 
information as well as out-
line the reasons why you are 
applying for a scholarship.
3.  An official and recent 
high school transcript, re-
port card or progress report.
4.  Applicant must provide a 
250 words Essay on:  “Edu-
cation: The Key to Success”.  
5.  Recommendation letters 
(teachers or pastor of your 
church, etc.)
      To receive application 
(for high school seniors 
only) via e-mail, contact 
Mary A. Turner at mary-
turner3aj@gmail.com. 
     Applications and materi-
als postmarked/dropped 
after this date will not be 
considered.

    Please submit application 
via mail (application must be 
postmarked by MARCH 20, 
2018, 11:59 PM to:

National Coalition of 100 
Black Women, INC.

Attn: 
Scholarship Committee

P. O. Box 5882
Huntsville, AL 35814

DLC Accepting Applications
     Applications are being accepted for Cohort IX of 
the Diveristy Leadership Colloquium until February 
27.  
     Classes will begin March 6 and end April 24, run-
ning 6-9 p.m. every Tuesday evening.  Graduation will 
be held on May 1.  
     Applications are available online at www.diver-
sityleadershipcolloquium.com.  Questions should be 
emailed to Mrs. Georgia Valrie at gsvalrie1971@gmail.
com or call (256) 656-4698.

DLC

“... You cannot rob a people of language, 
culture, mother, father, the value of their labor 

- all of that - without doing vast damage to 
those people.”

- Randall Robinson

Read Online! 
valleyweeklyllc.com

    Huntsville City 
Council’s regular 
meet-
ings are 
held in 
the City 
Council 
Cham-
bers 
of the Municipal 
Building on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of 
each month at 6 p.m.   
Council work ses-
sions are also held in 
the Chambers of the 
Municipal Building on 
the 1st and 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at 
6 p.m.
    For more informa-
tion, call (256) 427-
5011.

Huntsville City 
Council Meetings

Black History Month 
Program

“Celebrating the African-
American Experience 

Through Music, 
Literature & Dance”

Fellowship Presbyterian 
Church

Saturday, February 24
5 p.m.
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Where to Find Your 
FREE Copies of 

The Valley Weekly

AAMU Public Relations Office

Albert’s Flowers

Alphonso  Beckles, Attorney at Law

Bob Harrison Senior Wellness Center

Briar Fork CP Church

Bryant Bank – Church Street

Chris’ Barber Shop

Depot Professional Building

Dunkin Donuts

Eagles’ Nest Ministries

Fellowship of Faith Church

Fellowship Presbyterian Church

Health Unlimited

House of Hope and Restoration

Huntsville Bible College

James Smith - AllState Insurance

Lakeside United Methodist Church

Lucky’s Supermarket

Marshall England – State Farm Agent

Martinson & Beason, PC

Nelms Memorial Funeral Home

N. Ala. Center for Educational Excellence

Oakwood University Post Office

Regency Retirement Village

Rocket City Barber Shop

Sam and Greg’s Pizza

Sav-A-Lot

Sneed’s Cleaners

Starbucks (Governors Drive, N. Parkway at 

Mastin Lake Road/University Drive)

Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

The Valley Weekly 
Calendar of Events

February 22
UAH Graduate Business 
Programs Open House 
Breakfast
The Jackson Center
Cummings Research Park 
7:30-9 a.m.

February 24
Alabama Democratic Con-
ference Annual Membership 
Meeting
Ernest L. Knight 
Center
Alabama A&M 
University 8 
a.m.

February 16-17
Midwest Invitational Black 
Rodeo
AAMU Agribition Center 
4925 Moores Mill Road
Huntsville, Ala., 4:30 p.m.

February 18-23
6th Annual Presidential 
Scholarship Recognition 
and Promotional Bus Tour

Alabama A&M University

March 4
Annual Women’s Day Cel-
ebration
Fellowship Presbyterian 

Church
Speaker:  Dr. Cynthia War-
rick, president of Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Ala.
10 a.m.

Dem Caucus Sets 2018 Agenda
    The House Democratic 
Caucus will focus on:
• Supporting Schools and 
Prioritizing Early Childhood 
Education
• Investing in Educators
• Rebuilding Workforce
• Ensuring open, Transpar-
ent Government and Ending 
Corruption
• Ensuring Access to Health-
care for all Alabamians
• Supporting Mental Health
• Prioritizing Prison Reform, 
Reducing Recidivism

• Fighting Addiction
      Over the coming weeks 
House Democratic members 
will introduce legislation 
in support of these main 
tenants. 
     “This agenda represents 
something we, as Demo-
crats believe in and that we 
believe serves all Alabam-
ians and will lead us to a 
better future for our state.” 
said Anthony Daniels, 
House Democratic Minority 
Leader.

NBA’s 2018 Hall of Famers?
Bible’s Hall of Fame “Starting Five”

by tim allston
    February 16-18 was the 
NBA’s 67th All-Star Game/
Weekend. Along with the 
slam-dunk, three-point and 
All-Star contests, spotlight 
will also shine on the NBA’s 
2018 Hall of Fame prospects: 
Jason Kidd, Steve Nash, Ray 
Allen, Chauncey Billups 
and Grant Hill are the five 
mentioned most for induc-
tion into the Basketball Hall 
of Fame.
    Some 2000 years ago, the 
Bible announced its own 
“Hall of Fame of Faith” 
in the Book of Hebrews, 
chapter 11. In basketball lan-
guage, let’s recap the Bible’s 
starting five:
    1.Wearing (verse) #4, at 
point guard representing the 
Martyrs for God franchise, 
is Abel. He took one for the 
team, as his brother Cain 
committed the first offensive 
foul by killing him;
    2.Wearing (verse) #5, the 
shooting guard is Enoch. He 
was not only un-defeated, but 
his hang-time and vertical 
leap allowed him to rise to 
heaven and never return to 
earth!
    3.Representing diversity 
and gender-inclusion, at small 
forward wearing (verse) #11 
is Sarah - eligible for the 
Old-Timers Game, but known 
more for both her cross-over 

dribble (from disbelief and 
laughing at God, to belief and 
celebration with birth of son 
Isaac), as well as for her alley-
oop pass to . . .
    4.Wearing (verse) #8, the 
power forward her husband 
Abraham - ‘cause Abraham is 
recorded as having made the 
first three-pointer: Father of 
Judaism; Father of Christian-
ity; and Father of Islam! And
    5.At center, wearing (verse) 
#7 is Noah - he not only built 
the first arena; preserved and 
restored the human league; 
but, in basketball jargon, the 
reason that Abraham knew 
from where to shoot his three 
pointer, was because Noah 
created the arc (a.k.a the Ark)!

Q: Who’s on your Hall of 
Fame of Faith starting 
lineup?  Your parents? 
Grandmother? Local faith 
leader? Boy or Girl Scout 
troop leader?  
   Did you even make your 
own lineup? Why or why 
not?  
    Let’s discuss it on my 
Facebook page, https://goo.
gl/TTYQpA.   tim allston is 
the author of the free book, 
7 Steps to Manage Ego Prob-
lems: The How-to Guide for 
“Somebody Else,” available 
now at www.getegohelpnow.
org.

WINNER:  Selected among five outstanding youth, Levon 
Fletcher from James A. Lane Club was named Youth of the 
Year for the Boys & Girls Clubs of North Alabama.  The Youth 
of the Year title is a prestigious honor bestowed upon an 
exemplary young person in recognition of leadership, service, 
academic excellence and dedication to live a healthy lifestyle.  
A special thank you to our judges:  Mrs. Julie Broadway, Dr. 
Dorothy Davidson, Mr. Bill Johnston and Mr. Delvin Sullivan.

Called      Preach
by Pastor/Founder Michael D. Rice

Grace Gethsemane Mission Church

2
Deliverance, Destruction and a Divine Destiny

     One of the lessons that 
this stained story is tailored 
to teach is the tragedy of 
settling for the plain when 
God has chosen the moun-
tains as the place of destiny 
(Genesis 19:17). I called it 
stained because it reveals 
the stain of humanity’s 
proclivity to settle for less 
than God’s best. It is no ac-
cident that the word plain, 
is singular, and the word 
mountains, is plural. 
      It was divinely designed 
that way to teach that one 
can choose the singular 

blessing of a plain as 
his/her destiny, or 
one can choose the 
abundant one of the 
mountains. 
     Lot’s choice was 
the one of far too 
many, especially among the 
people of God. He asked 
for a city that was conve-
nient, God’s permissive 
will, instead of choosing 
the mountains--God’s 
perfect will. 
      As a result, Lot got what 
he asked for: the city called 
Zoar (ZOE AR), which 

means smallness. Lot and 
his family were deliv-
ered, and they did escape 
destruction, but they did 
not experience the blessed-
ness of the divine destiny 

chosen for them by 
God. 
      Verse 20b of 
Genesis 19, records 
that Lot’s plea and 
pledge was, “Please 
let me escape there 
(is it not a little 

one?) and my soul shall 
live.” What a tragedy! My 
father taught me that a lot 
(no pun intended), can be 
learned by simply observ-
ing. Observing Lot’s life 
and choices lets us know 
that it is always best to 
choose Omniscience over 
the ordinary. 



Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com
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