
FREE

INSIDE THIS ISSUE!
Jazz Education in The Ville, Page 2

tim allston: The Newest NBA Rivalry, Page 4
Champion Game Plan, Page 5

Valley Deaths, Page 6
A Good Read, Page 6

Spotlight: Freeman Holifield, Page 7
Called2Preach, Page 7

“Every man is guilty of all the good 
                        he did not do.”        - Voltaire

Friday

February 28, 2020
Vol. 6, No. 25
ValleyWeeklyllc.com

Called2Preach:  Of Guard and Guerdon, p. 5
Promoting Jazz Among Valley Youth, p. 2
Valley Events, p. 4

City of Huntsville Announces 
College Internships

     Looking for a summer 
internship? The City of 
Huntsville offers learning 
opportunities for mo-
tivated college students 
wanting career experience. 
Positions available in the 
Administration – Business 
Relations, Communication, 
Multicultural Affairs; in 
Animal Services, Com-
munity Development, 
Emergency Management 
(EMA), Engineering, 
Finance, Geographic 
Information System (GIS), 
Information Technol-
ogy Services, Legal, Legal 
(prosecution office) Plan-
ning, Natural Resources, 
and Traffic Engineering.  

Applicants must be at least 
19 years old and currently 
enrolled in an accredited 
college or university or be 
a student who has gradu-
ated from college no more 
than six months prior to 
placement in the Intern-
ship Program.  The 2020 
summer intern program 
runs from June 8 to July 31. 
The positions are unpaid, 
and interns work Monday-
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
unless otherwise specified 
by the department. Ap-
plications will be accepted 
online through March 16 
via NeoGov at Huntsvil-
leAL.gov/jobs.  Accepted 
interns notified in April.

AAMU Step Closer to Major North Huntsville Development
by Jerome Saintjones

     The Alabama A&M 
University Board of Trustees 
on February 21 pushed the 
University a step closer to an 
expansive development that 
would greatly boost campus 
aesthetics and have a sig-
nificant economic impact on 
north Huntsville.
     In his report before the 
Board, Dr. Del Smith, dean of 
AAMU’s College of Busi-
ness and Public Affairs and 
executive director for eco-
nomic development, provided 
an overview on an 11-acre 
development project that 

could ultimately include two 
hotels, retail spaces and food 
establishments.  Additionally, 
the development will comple-
ment a multi-functional event 
center for which a ground 
breaking could be scheduled 
as early as fall 2020, with a 
project completion expecta-
tion of 2022.  The Board had 
granted ground lease approv-
als at the beginning of the 
regular session.
    Under the Business and 
Finance committee, trustees 
approved a sewer line ease-
ment at the University’s Re-

search Farm, located about 
10 miles from the main 
campus, and accepted the 
school’s FY19 audit report.
     In the area of Academic 
Affairs, the Board approved 
the addition of MBA 
concentrations in human 
resources management, 
and logistics and supply 
chain management, while 
deleting specializations in 
the same areas.  Trustees 

also approved the following: 
1) certification (only)/reduced 
hour option leading to Class 
A certification in instructional 
leadership; 2) an online M.Ed. 
degree in elementary educa-
tion program and teacher 
certification at the Class A 
level; 3) an MOU between 
AAMU College of Education, 
Humanities and Behavioral 
Sciences and Mobile County; 
and 4) the addition of a minor 
in space science to the B.S. 
degree program in physics. 
     Dr. Jeanette Jones, presi-

dent of the AAMU Faculty 
Senate, reported a “working 
relationship” between the 
Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee and the University 
President and Cabinet.
     Student Government Asso-
ciation President Jacobi Gray 
gave a report on an array of 
student-oriented activities and 
lectures held during the last 
quarter and noted upcoming 
Spring Week events and SGA 
participation in the Higher 
Education Day program 
scheduled for Montgomery.
     The Board will take action 
on building name recom-
mendations at a future regular 
session
       Moreover, the trustees will 
return to campus to conduct 
subcommittee meetings a 
regular session on June 25-26.  
The regular session will be 
held Friday, June 26, in the 
Clyde Foster Auditorium of 
the College of Business and 
Public Affairs at 10 a.m.

Event Center

City of Huntsville Offering College Summer Internships

FUTURE FATHERS:  Local chapters of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., held a “Future Fathers” youth conference Saturday, February 22, 
at Alabama A&M University.  The conference drew local professionals to discuss the challenges of parenting, to provide financial literacy, 
as well as to address issues brought before them by mothers and fathers in attendance.   (Photo by J. Saintjones)
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TVJS Promoting Jazz Education
     On Saturday, February 
29, at 5 p.m. at Columbia 
High School, Ronald Carter 
- Distinguished Profes-
sor, UNC-Fayetteville State 
University, Fayetteville, N.C., 
will perform in concert with 
Huntsville’s Tennessee Valley 
Jazz All-stars. The concert 
will be the culmination of 
music clinics conducted 
by Ronald Carter for the 
students of Huntsville City 
Schools, primarily Colum-
bia, Grissom, Lee, and Mae 
Jemison High Schools.
    Carter is former director of 
the world-renowned North-
ern Illinois University (NIU) 
Jazz Ensemble and former 

Director of Jazz Studies is 
continuing to educate stu-
dents in jazz education and 
performance on university, 
high school and performing 
arts schools and campuses 
across the country, South 
America and Canada.
     The Tennessee Valley Jazz 
All-stars include Pete Harri-
son, Devere Pride and others.
    Since 1998, Jazz Educa-
tion-is-Cool-in-the School’s 
has been presented, to over 
34,800 students, faculty 
and staff in Huntsville City 
Schools, Madison City 
Schools and Madison County 
Schools. The program is en-
dorsed and receives funding 

from Alabama State Council 
on the Arts.      
     For tickets to the Colum-
bia High School jazz concert, 
visit www.tvjs.webs.com.  
Call (256) 604-8172 or (256) 
428-7576 .

Selma Bridge Crossing Reenactment Set
      Alabama State House 
Minority Leader Anthony 
Daniels, State Represen-
tative Laura Hall, and 
Unitred Women in Color, 
in partnership with numer-
ous community organi-
zations, will host a local 
reenactment of the Selma 
to Montgomery Edmund 
Pettus Bridge Crossing in 
Huntsville, Ala., on Sunday 
March 1, at 2 p.m.
     The event will begin at 
the corner of Pratt Avenue 
and Washington Street and 
conclude at the Madison 
County Courthouse (south-
side).  Parking and drop-off 

points will be coordinated 
to help ease arrivals and de-
partures at the start and end 
of the event.  There will be a 
limited number of speakers 
at each  end of the march.
      This is the 55th an-
niversary of the peaceful 
protest which became 
known as “Bloody Sunday” 
across the nation and led to 
the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 by then 
president Lyndon Baines 
Johnson.
      The idea for these 
reenactments to take place 
across several states began 
with the National Organiza-

tion of Black Elected Leg-
islative (NOBEL) Women.  
State Rep. Laura Hall is the 
organiation’s immediate 
past president.
    Alabama’s primary is the 
following Tuesday, March 
3, and--with its many 
colleges and universities-
-Huntsville is a great place 
for such an event.  This 
community-wide event is 
free to the public and will 
focus on voting rights and 
the importance of voting.  It 
is an opportunity for those 
who can’t travel to Selma to 
show solidarity.  For more 
info, call (256) 527-1013. 
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Where to Find Your 
FREE Copies of 

The Valley Weekly

AAMU Offie of Public Relations 

Albert’s Flowers

Betty Mae’s Restaurant

Bob Harrison Senior Wellness Center

Briar Fork CP Church

Bryant Bank – Church Street

Chester’s Barber Shop

Depot Professional Building

Dollar General Market (Blue Spring Rd.)

Dunkin Donuts

Eagles’ Nest Ministries

Fellowship Presbyterian Church

First Missionary Baptist Church

Health Unlimited

House of Hope and Restoration

Huntsville Bible College

James Smith AllState Agency

Jeff ’s Barber Shop

Kim’s

Kroger’s - Oakwood Avenue

Lakeside United Methodist Church

Lucky’s Supermarket

Marshall England – State Farm Agent

Martinson & Beason, PC

Nature’s Apothecary - Health Food

Nelms Memorial Funeral Home

Oakwood University Post Office

Oakwood University SDA Church (OUCSDA)

Oakwood University Eva B. Dykes Library

OUCSDA Family Life Center

Regency Retirement Village

Rocket City Barber Shop

Sav-A-Lot

Sneed’s Cleaners

The Fellowship of Faith Church

Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

Woody Anderson Ford

Congratulates and Extends 
Best Wishes to ...

JOIN US!
The 14th Annual Rosetta James

“Honoring Our Elders” 
Celebration Banquet

Saturday, March 14, 2020
P. O. Box 17452

Huntsville, AL  35810 
(256) 536-9717

www.rosettajamesfoundation.org

Recognizing Active Volunteerism 
Among Leaders 70 Years or Older

Our Stellar Class of 2020

Mrs. Edna E.
Davis Brown 

Mrs. 
Maureen 

Davis Cathey

Mrs. Gloria 
Dawson

Mrs. Ruby 
Dickson

Mrs. Bettye 
Dixie

Mrs. Sarah 
Drake

 

Mrs. Ida
Crawford

Rosetta James Foundation

Mrs. Ruby 
Ford

Parker 
Griffith, M.D.

Mr. Richard 
Knight

Dr. Prince 
Preyer

Dr. Horace 
Rice

Mr. LaVern 
Spearman

Mrs. Bhavani 
Kakani
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No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

NEW Rules for Retirement Plan Contributions, Withdrawals
     Do you have an IRA or 401(k)? If so, you’ll be interested in some legislation 
Congress has just passed.
     For starters, you now have until age 72, rather than 70 ½, 
before you must start taking withdrawals from your tradi-
tional IRA and 401(k). With this higher age limit, you can 
keep your account potentially growing longer on a tax-de-
ferred basis. However, if you do wait until 72, your required 
withdrawals might be larger, and these withdrawals are usu-
ally taxable.
     You can also contribute to your traditional IRA for as 
long as you have earned income, instead of stopping at 70 ½, 
under the old rules.
     Here’s another change: You can withdraw up to $5,000 
penalty-free from your IRA or 401(k) if you take the money within one year 
of a child being born or an adoption becoming final. Before the new legisla-
tion was passed, you’d pay a 10 percent tax penalty if you made this withdraw-
al before you reached 59 ½.
      Keep the new rules in mind when creating your retirement strategies. 
The more you know, the better prepared you can be to make the appropriate 
moves for you.

Lillian Henderson
- Your Edward Jones Financial Advisor -

5045 Memorial Parkway NW, Suite E
Huntsville, AL  35810

256-852-5591
Member SIPC 

The Valley 
Weekly 

Calendar of 
Events

February 27
Black History Month Pro-
gram Featuring
Rev. Dr. Jamal Bryant
T.M. Elmore Building
Alabama A&M University
6 p.m. (Free)

February 28
Gospel Fest
Huntsville Campus
Calhoun Community Col-
lege/Student Center
Sparkman Building
Huntsville, Ala. - 6 p.m.

February 29
ScoutReach
Greater Alabama Council 
of Boy Scout of America
Alabama A&M University
8 a.m.-3 p.m.
 
March 6-8
HudsonAlpha Tech Chal-
lenge
Contact:  Aurielle Ander-
son, AcclinateGeneics, at 
(256) 435-2800

March 11
Jill Scott in Concert
Von Braun Center Concert 
Hall

March 14
Rosetta James Founda-
tion Honoring Our Elders 
Celebration
The Jackson Center $50- 
(256) 536-9717 - 12 noon

March 27
Trevor Noah 
“Loud & Clear”
Von Braun Center Concert 
Hall

April 21
Scale Back Alabama Final 
Event

The Newest NBA Rivalry: Kyrie Irving vs. Steph Curry 
(Part 1)

     “He that exalteth himself shall be humbled, and he that hum-
bleth himself shall be exalted” Luke 14:11.
     On February 17th, Kyrie Irving of the Brooklyn Nets was elect-
ed vice president of the National Basketball Players Association. 
     Perhaps now, this fallen NBA star will learn what superstar 
Steph Curry modeled when his Golden State Warriors obtained 
super-superstar Kevin Durant and won more championships: 
when you agree to step back willingly into a #2 position, time and 
circumstance will elevate you to #1.

A SHINING STAR, BUT . . .
     Kyrie Irving entered the NBA as its #1 draft pick in 2011 and 
became its Rookie of the Year 
in 2012.
     In 2016, he shot the winning 
three-pointer that gave his 
Cleveland Cavaliers the NBA 
championship, ending the 
city’s championship drought of 
professional sports teams for 
52 years! 
     But he was not considered as bright a star as his Cavs’ team-
mate, LeBron James, who was named the Associated Press Male 
Athlete of the Decade.
     Irving disliked being seen as #2 to LeBron - coincidentally, #2 
was his Cavs’ jersey number. 
     Additionally in 2017, for example, Irving’s signature Nike was 
the NBA’s #2 best-selling sneaker, behind LeBron James’. 

THE KYRIE CAPERS
     In his effort to escape the shadow of being number 2,  Irving 
initiated a series of trades. In 2017, for example, he was traded to 
the Boston Celtics but soon was sidelined with an injury. 
     In 2019, Kyrie was traded to the Brooklyn Nets. After only nine 
games, however, he’s again sidelined with a season-ending injury. 
     Perhaps the humility of this six-time All-Star being sidelined 
repeatedly with injuries - note: “Kyrie” is Latin for “Lord, have 
mercy” - and being elected by his NBA peers now to serve them in 
this #2 NBPA position will help him to look differently at his NBA 
rival Steph Curry..
     According to Isaiah 14 Lucifer, heaven’s top angel disliked being 
#2. Just like Irving.
     Conversely, Jesus chose to step back and leave heaven, become 
#2 by coming to earth, in order to save his team, humanity. Just 
like . . .

 Next week: Part 2:  The Curry Chronicles .... Stay tuned  ...

_________________________
Life Coach tim allston is the author of the free book, 7 Steps to 
Manage Ego Problems: The How-to Guide for “Someone Else,” 
downloadable now at www.GetEgoHelpNow.org.



Make Your Gift A WINNER This Year!

HOUNDSTOOTH CARD FEES & RESTRICTIONS: $20 minimum per card; $500 maximum. $5 per month inactivity fee after 12 months. $5 reissue fee. 
Some restrictions may apply. Purchase and use of gift card subject to certain fees & the VISA Gift Card Terms & Conditions. Contact your local Bryant 
Banker for more details.

The Houndstooth Card
PRE-PAID GIFT CARD
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IF WE EVER NEEDED 
THE LORD BEFORE

      Psalms 37:7 says, Be 
still before the Lord and 
wait patiently for him; do 
not fret when evil people 
succeed in their ways, 
when they carry out their 
wicked schemes.
     You know, there is a 
song that goes, “If we ever 
needed the Lord before, 
we sure do need him 
now.” In Psalms 37, David 
makes the case as to why 
we need God in our lives 
today. In this scripture, he 
talks about the contrast 
between the 
wicked and 
the righteous. 
In other 
words, those 
who seek to 
know God 
and the ones 

who don’t. Today, we live in 
a society where most of the 
people don’t have any spiri-
tual covering, meaning there 
is no one to talk about any-
thing that pertains to their  
spiritual well-being. I believe 
that this will continue to 
produce a generation of spir-
itually un-educated people. 
So there is no doubt we need 
some “old time religion” 
in our lives. That’s why we 
need God to change the very 
nature of our lives, because 
how can anybody not realize 
that we are all sinners? Just 
look at how many people 
we have in law enforce-

ment. Look at 
all the prisons 
and jails that 
we have in this 
country. Look at 
all the material-
ism and greed 
and self-seeking 

people that are all around. 
Human nature is sinful. 
Romans 3:10 says, “there 
is no one righteous, not 
even one”. That’s why our 
hearts and nature need to 
be changed. We also need 
Jesus to change the “ruling 
spirit” of our lives. You 
see, the spirit of Christ and 
the spirit of the world are 
exact opposite. The spirt of 
the world is to hate, but the 
spirit of Christ is to love. 
You see, until Jesus saves 
us from our sins, and we 
grow in His grace, the spirt 
of the world will continue 
to control us. That’s why 
it is so important that we 
get some kind of “spiritual 
covering for our lives. It’s 
the only way we can truly 
see the difference between 
right and wrong ... Stay 
encouraged, my brothers 
and sisters.

Champion Game Plan for Life by Preston Brown

satisfaction
visit us online at damson.com

IT’S BACON:   Drake State Community and Technical College President Patricia Sims 
(3rd, left) joins community leaders in welcoming Dr. Art Bacon (seated) as part of the 
school’s 2020 Black History Month celebration activities on Thursday, February 20, in the 
S.C. O’Neal, Sr. Library and Technology Center.  In addition to a lecture by Dr. Bacon, 
Drake State featured several works of the artist in an exhibit.  Drake also featured Oak-
wood University alumnus and historical performer David Anthony Johnson, who provided 
historical story-telling and impressions during his visit on Tuesday, February 25 in the 
Drake State Cafetorium. Both events were free and open to the public.



Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

Valley Deaths
NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME - 2501 Carmi-

chael Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL  35816 - (256) 539-8189

Funeral service for MRS. CAROL ANN M. WILLIAMS 
(b. 1946) will be Friday, February 28, at 12:30 p.m. at 
the C.T. Richards Chapel in the Mosley Complex at Oak-
wood University with Pastor Carlton Byrd officiating.

Funeral service for MR. KEHINDE (BKA “KENNY”) 
OLA ARUWAJOYE (b. 1956), formerly of Huntsville, 
Ala., was held February 26 at Saint James Anglican 
Church – Owo, Ondo State, Nigeria.

Funeral service for MRS. JENNIE V. PARKS (b. 1932) 
was held Saturday, February 22, at Zion Progress Mis-
sionary Baptist Church with Pastor Hernandez Ford of-
ficiating.

Funeral service for MR. HENRY DAVIS, JR. (b. 1944)
was held Saturday, February 22, at the New Birth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church (4640 Meridian Street, Hunts-
ville, Ala.) with Rev. Wallace Steele officiating.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME - 4315 Oakwood Avenue - 
Huntsville, AL 35810 - (256) 534-8481  

Funeral service for MRS. PATRICIA MORTON JOHN-
SON (b. 1948) will be held at 11 a.m., Saturday, Febru-
ary 29, at Cornerstone Word of Life Church (3783 Sul-
livan Street Madison, Ala.) with Pastor Mark Garver 
officiating.

Funeral service for MR. WILLIE TRISTAN JORDAN 
(b. 1986) was held Saturday, February 22, at Saint Luke 
Christian Church (1800 Sparkman Drive NW, Hunts-
ville, Ala) with Dr. Kerry Warner officiating.

Funeral service for MR. KERRY LEE SCOTT (b. 1952) 
will be 12 noon, Saturday, February 22, at the Royal Cha-
pel of Memories (4315 Oakwood Avenue NW, Huntsville, 
Ala.) with Bishop Ernest Clay officiating.

Funeral service for MRS. GUSSIE MAE MOORE (b. 
1928) was held Saturday, February 22, at Saint Elizabeth 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America (104 Perry 
Street Madison, Ala.) with Apostle Donnie Moore, Sr. eu-
logist.

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME - 2505 University Drive 
NW - Huntsville, AL 35816 - (256) 539-9693

Funeral service for MS. CECELIA S. MALCOM was 
held Tuesday, February 18, at Pleasant Grove United 
Methodist Church (Colony), 349 Colony Road, Hance-
ville, Ala., with Pastor KiKi Wood-Terry officiating.
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“While I’ve said that 
there are plenty of 

things I dislike about 
the South, I can be 
clear that there are 

things I love about the 
South.”

- Jesmyn Ward
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  Spotlight on Our Elders ... Featuring 

Freeman Holified

cause them to want to 
regroup and attack again 
at some future time; so it is 
with spiritual warfare. 
     Just as it is said of 
Jesus at the end of His 
wilderness experience, 
that Satan departed for 
a season, that is still the 
enemy’s modus operandi. 
Fear not! God is still Guard 
and Guerdon.

Called      Preach
by Pastor/Founder Michael D. Rice

Grace Gethsemane Mission Church

2
God as Guard and Guerdon

     The life of Abraham is 
a marvelous manifestation 
of a life of faith. His was 
not perfect but it was 
authentic. God’s choice of 
him elevated him to a place 
of prominence in “His-
Story.” 
     Here in the opening 
verse God represented 
Himself as both Guard 
and Guerdon; as Protector 

and Prize. This is designed 
to help us who are still 
developing “spiritual legs” 
of faith to walk on as God 
orders our steps and stops. 
       God said to Abraham; 
Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield (guard); your 
exceedingly great reward 
(guerdon).” Abraham was 
at a particular stage of 
development. Faith does 

not grow in mushroom-
like quickness. It is forged 
and fortified in the fires of 
trials and adversity. 
     There are no shortcuts 
and “knock-off ’s; and just 
as it is with “knock-off ’s,” 
so it is with faith that has 
not been tried; it’s just a 
cheap imitation. 
     It is not surprising 
that even before God told 
Abraham that He was His 
guard and guerdon, He 
spoke these words, “Fear 
not.” 
     Abraham felt that the 
victory against those 
armies that he fought 
against in rescuing Lot 
and others would certainly 

FEBRUARY 28 -  CHARLES AARON “BUBBA” SMITH - For-
mer  National Football League player who became an actor in 
the 1970s.  He is perhaps best known for his role as Moses High-
tower in the Police Academy film series.  
                                                                                  - BlackinTime.info

     Freeman Holifield, Sr., 
retired in 1998 from the U.S. 
Missile Munitions Center and 
School, Redstone Arsenal, 
as supervisory instructional/
educational systems specialist 
(Emeritus).  He received the 
Commander’s Award (1983) 
for his outstanding managerial 
and supervisory accomplish-
ments.       
     One of six children born 
in Bessemer, Ala., to the late 
Fred B. Holifield, Sr., and Es-
sie L. Holifield, he attended 
Dunbar High School and 
then joined the U.S. Army, 
where he proudly served  as 
an administrative specialist, 
both stateside and in Korea.  
Upon receiving his Honor-
able Discharge in 1962, he 
pursued and earned a B.S. 
degree in secondary education  
at Alabama A&M University 
(AAMU) in 1966 and com-
pleted his master’s degree  in 

education administration and 
supervision in 1972 while 
working full-time.  
      In late 1964, Holifield 
became the first African 
American police officer to be 
promoted to the position of 
traffic officer in the elite traffic 
division. Within a few months 
he trained and was promoted 
as the first black motorcycle 
officer.  
      After leaving the Hunts-
ville Police Department in 
1966, he began a new career 
with the U.S. Ordnance Mis-
sile & Munitions Center and 
School (USAOMMCS) at 
Redstone Arsenal, Ala., as an 
electronics instructor.  The 
Civil Rights Movement had 
extended to Redstone Arsenal, 
and minorities were employed 
to work in many of the differ-
ent agencies.  
    During his 33 years of 
employment with the federal 

government, Holifield held 
numerous positions at US-
AOMMCS, where he served 
as a training instructor/de-
veloper in missile electronics. 
He was the first developer to 
complete a course of instruc-
tions under the new guide-
lines of Systems Engineering. 
Throughout his career with 
USAOMMCS, he also served 
two tours overseas in West 
Germany.  
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Well, I’m not a 
violent person.  

You have to 
back off. People 
sometimes will 

try you and 
try you ...

- Bubba Smith
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