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OU Conductor Named to National Fest
    Dr. Jason Max Ferdi-
nand, conductor of the 
Oakwood Aeolians, has 
been named associate artis-
tic director of the music for 
All National Choir Festival. 
     Henry Leck, Founding 
Artistic Director of Music 
for All Choral Activi-

ties, said that “Jason has 
a magnificent sense of 
artistry. His affirming and 
inspiring heart is truly 
aligned with the Music for 
All philosophy of positively 
life-changing experiences 
through music.” 
     Ferdinand serves as 

chair 
of the 
Music 
Depart-
ment and 
director 
of choral 
Activities 
at Oakwood University. 

    In February 2019, 
Reverend Don 
Darius Butler was 
named Pastor of 
the First Mission-
ary Baptist Church 
(FMBC), Huntsville, 
Ala., and successor to 
the 42-year pasto-
ral ministry of its 
Pastor Emeritus, the 
Reverend Dr. Julius 
R. Scruggs, former National 
President of the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. 
Rev. Butler is blessed to lead 
the ministry of this thriving 
church with a rich history and 
bright future.
     There will be a weekend 
of Installation activities that 
will serve as a continuous 
celebration of the journey and 
mission of loving God and 
loving people.  
     The weekend celebration 
will begin with an Installation 
Musical featuring the FMBC 
Music Ministry on Friday, 
April 5, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
At 10 a.m., Saturday, April 6, 
the Service of Investiture with 

guest preacher 
the Reverend Dr. 
R. E. Cooper, Jr., 
from Mission 
Baptist Church 
of Nassau, 
Bahamas.  The 
weekend will 
culminate with 
Celebratory 
services, Sunday, 
April 7, at 8 a.m. 

and 11 a.m., featuring guest 
preacher Reverend Dr. John 
Vicker, Sr., of Christ the King 
Baptist Church of Milwaukee, 
Wis.    The public is invited 
to join the First Missionary 
Baptist Church family for this 
historic occasion as it ushers 
in the pastoral ministry of the 
Rev. Dr. Don Darius Butler. 
      For more information, 
please visit www.fmbc.org.

FMBC Pastor Installation Services Set
    The Von Braun Lions Club 
chapter of Lions Clubs Inter-
national and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority Incorpo-
rated, Epsilon Gamma Omega 
Chapter, have partnered to 
participate in an eyeglass 
initiative designed to prevent 
blindness, help restore eye-
sight, and improve eye health 
and eye care for millions of 
people around the world 
by donating new and used 
eyeglasses. 
     Both organizations have 
developed programs of service 
that will allow everyone to see 
a better tomorrow.
     The chapters of each orga-
nizations will work together 
to plan and create community 
service projects that will focus 
on sight programs to include 
vision screening, eye banks 
and eyeglass recycling and 
providing eye care services 
to those at risk of losing their 
sight. 
     To date, Epsilon Gamma 
Omega Chapter has donated 
over 500 pairs of new and 
used eyeglasses to the Von 
Braun Lions Club since the 

partnership was formed.  
These glasses will be delivered 
to the Eye Center in Birming-
ham, retrofitted and shipped 
or delivered to the under-
privileged in undeveloped 
countries.  
     Lions Clubs International 
was founded in 1917 by Chi-
cago businessman Melvin 
Jones.  In his opinion, a club 
should do more than promote 
the business of its members; it 
should service the community.  
Lions Clubs International 
has grown to be the largest 
service club in the world with 
nearly 1.35 million members 
in almost 46,000 clubs in 197 
countries and geographic 
areas.  
     At the 1925 International 
Convention, Helen Keller 
challenged the Lions to be 
“knights for the blind.”  The 
Lions took on sight conserva-
tion as their major project 
but are recognized the world 
over for outstanding service 
to their communities and the 
world as a whole.
   Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. (AKA), the oldest Greek-

letter organization established 
for African American women, 
was founded on January 15, 
1908, on the campus of How-
ard University in Washington, 
D.C. 
     The principles are Sister-
hood, Scholarship, and Ser-
vice to All Humankind. AKA 
is dedicated to implementing 
programs of service that 
enhance the social, economic, 
and educational well-being of 
the local, national and inter-
national communities. 
     The current International 
Program Targets are designed 
to advance the mission of 
the sorority with excellence 
and underscore our commit-
ment to sustainable service.  
The five program targets 
are HBUC for Life:  A Call 
to Action, Women’s Health 
and Wellness, Building Your 
Economic Legacy, The Arts 
and Global Impact. This part-
nership will focus on AKA’s 
Target 5: Global Impact.  

Submitted by Anthony Lacy
President, Von Braun Lions 
Club.   

Lions, AKAs Partner on Vision Initiative
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The Oakwood University 
Department of English & Foreign Languages

-Presents-
August Wilson’s

FENCES
Historic Moran Hall Auditorium

________________________________
APRIL 18: STUDENT PERFORMANCE

7 p.m. - TICKETS: $1 with Student ID
APRIL 20: OU ALUMNI/COMMUNITY PERFORMANCE

8 p.m. - Tickets: $15 - VIP Tickets: $50
APRIL 21: COMMUNITY/OU ALUMNI PERFORMANCE

2 p.m. Tickets: $15
For More Information:

(256) 479-7125 //PDNIXON@OAKWOOD.EDU  (256) 726-7186 
// RHYMAN@OAKWOOD.EDU

Tuskegee University 
Golden Voices Choir

Sponsors: First Seventh-Day Adventist Church 
and the Huntsville-Tuskegee Alumni Club

Saturday, March 30
1303 Evangel Drive - Huntsville, Ala. - 5 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION

CAFY Announces Young Citizen of the Month
     The Community Aware-
ness for Youth (CAFY) 
Young Citizen of the 
Month winner for March 
2019 is Ms. Addyson 
(Addy) Humphrey.  Last 
year before Christmas 
season Addy observed 
people on the street and 
learned they were home-
less. It broke her heart 
when she thought about 
all the people with no way 
to stay warm. Addy asked 
her parents to help her 
find blankets and coats to 
give to these people as her 
Christmas gift. 
      Addy told friends at 
church and on Facebook 
about her project. It took 
off like wildfire and before 

Christmas Addy had a box 
trailer full of clothing items 
to deliver on Christmas 
Day. Her message reached 
people all over the coun-
try and they responded 
because of her heart and 
being so motivated to reach 
out in love to the homeless 
in our community.
       Addy has moved on to 
her new project to supply 
tents and other needs to 
the homeless community. 
Many organizations try to 
help the homeless but this 
young girl spent Christmas 
day with her parents and 
some other church friends 
visiting homeless camps 
delivering the clothing 
items the local homeless 

needed to stay warm.  Addy 
made these deliveries with 
the love of Christ! 
      Addy’s parents are help-
ing her establish a non-
profit “Heat Up Huntsville” 
to continue helping the 
homeless. 
     Visit Addyson Hum-
phrey’s Facebook sit “Heat 
Up Huntsville” to see more 
from this remarkable young 
lady. 
     CAFY is sponsored 
by the City of Huntsville, 
Huntsville Police Depart-
ment, Huntsville Utilities, 
Florida Institute of Tech-
nology Huntsville Site, 
Huntsville Optimist Club 
and the Human Relations 
Commission. 

Nativity to Sponsor Trip to Legacy Museum
      The Spiritual Develop-
ment Committee at the 
Episcopal Church of the 
Nativity is hosting a trip 
to Montgomery, Ala., to 
visit The Legacy Museum 
and the National Memorial 
for Peace and Justice on 
Wednesday, April 24. 
    Departure from Nativity 

will be at 8 a.m. by charter 
bus, which will return to 
Huntsville by 8 p.m. 
     Cost of the trip includes 
bus transportation, entry 
into the museum, and 
snacks on the bus. 
     Attendees will be 
responsible for purchasing 

their own lunch at one of 
the restaurants located near 
the museum.
     Cost: $65 per person. 
Register online (nativity-
hsv.org) or call the church 
office 256-533-2455.
    Questions: thomasfly-
don@aol.com

AYBT to Pay 
Tribute to Handy 

    The Alabama Youth 
Ballet Theatre (AYBT) is 
pleased to announce that 
tickets are now available 
for “W.C. Handy’s Blues: 
A Legacy of Dance”. This 
program is AYBT’s of-
fering to the community 
to celebrate the Alabama 
Bicentennial, a dance 
tribute to the “Father of 
Blues,” W.C. Handy.
     Handy descendant 
and Huntsville-native, 
Cynthia Handy Quin-
tela, choreographed and 
directed the program, 
with musical accompa-
niment by Ron Handy.  
“W.C. Handy’s Blues” 
will be performed April 
5-6 at 7 p.m. at the VBC 
Playhouse.    aybtheatre.
org
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March 29
UAH College of Business 
Graduate Open House
The Jackson Center - 6001 
Moquin Drive. NW, Hunts-
ville, AL 35801 (Free)
Contact: Violet Edwards, 
(256) 824-4725, violet.ed-
wards@uah.edu
More info: uah.edu/business/
openhouse - 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

March 30
Start Smart Interview Work-
shop (United Women of Color)
Huntsville Public Library
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Tuskegee University Golden 
Voices Choir

First Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church
1303 Evangel Drive
Huntsville, Ala., 5 p.m.

March 31
The Temptations and Four 
Tops
Von Braun Center
Huntsville, Ala., 7 p.m.

April 4
The Future & Beyond Diver-
sity & Inclusion Symposium 
- TBA

April 13
Zeta Phi Beta Blue Review
TBA

The Valley Weekly 
Calendar of Events

April 18-21
Oakwood University Alumni 
Weekend
Von Braun Center

April 27
The Inauguration of Dr. 
Patricia Sims as the Fourth 
President of J.F. Drake State 
Community and Technical 
College
Tickets: (256) 539-8161
Von Braun Center
Huntsville, Ala., 11:30 a.m.

May 17
Community Free Clinic
Inaugural Golf Tournament
The Links at Redstone
4-Person Scramble  $60/$240

THE RECIPE FOR 
SUCCESS

Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust 
in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit 
to Him, and He will 
make your paths strait.”
   You know. one of the 
things 
that I 
found 
out when 
I met 
my wife 
Terry, 
was that 
she could 
really 
cook, and 
she had all of these reci-
pes for a lot of the foods 
that I liked. So whoever 
said “a way to a man’s 
heart is through his 
stomach” just might be 
true--well, at least in my 
case. And, I’m sure that 
many of you can identify 

with me, as well, when it 
comes to recipes that make 
certain  foods taste better.
    Now, on the spiritual 
side of things, God has a 
different kind of recipe for 
our lives, and it is designed 
to make all of us successful. 
You see, God has a “recipe 
for our success,” and it can 
be found in this scripture 

by King 
Solomon. In 
this scripture, 
he assures 
us that when 
we trust in 
God with all 
of our hearts, 
then our 
pathways will 
be straight. 

     Now it doesn’t say that 
we will never have prob-
lems. It just says that He 
will lead us and guide us 
along the way. 
     Now, I believe that there 
are three ways that God 
will lead us.  First, He leads 
us by His word. Psalms 

119:105 says:: “Your word 
is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.”  
     Secondly, I believe 
that He directs our paths 
through prayer. You see, 
when we totally commit 
to God, and lean not on 
our own understanding, 
God will begin to guide 
us with the holy spirit, 
which allows us to make 
better choices in our 
lives. 
    And, finally, God will 
give us wisdom. He will 
give us the wisdom to 
know if our lives are 
headed in the wrong 
direction, so we can turn 
around and go on the 
path that He would have 
us on.
     So, God’s recipe for 
our success depends on 
full dependence on God. 
Full agreement with 
God and that will give us 
faithful direction from 
God ... Stay encouraged, 
my brothers and sisters! 

Champion Game Plan for Life
by Preston Brown

Design      •      Print      •      Mail      •      Promotional
256-539-1658           www.xcelprint.com

Because it’s a colorful world...

See Even More “Visionary Women” on Page 8!

Glenda Ambrose Lineise K. Arnold Stacy Cantrell Lisa Chance Isha Conteh

Brandi Matthews Ellis Dr. LaWana Harvey Johane Marthone Tamikah McWilliams Alicia Nunez

Lisa Suggs Tawanna Townsend Dana Boatright Adrienne Bone Phyllis Chunn

The Valley Weekly 
Honors the Alumnae of 

The Tennessee Valley Diversity Leadership Colloquium
Women’s History Month 2019 (Continued from P. 2)

“Visionary Women: Champions for Servant Leadership, Community Engagement and Inclusion”

“If you want that good feeling that comes from doing 
things for other folks then you have to pay for it in 

abuse and misunderstanding.” 
                                                        - Zora Neale Hurston

COHORT 7

COHORT 8
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- Nelms Memorial Funeral Home - 
Funeral service for MRS. RUBY BONE BUCKNER (b. 
1935) will be Friday, March 29, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. at 
Meridianville Primitive Baptist Church with the Rev-
erend Gregory Smith officiating.

Funeral service for MRS. BRENDA BATTLE TURNER 
(b. 1956) was held Thursday, March 21, at Hopewell 
Missionary Baptist Church with the Reverend Dr. Lar-
ry Davidson, Jr., pastor and officiant.

Funeral service for MR. ALLEN BELL was held Tues-
day, March 19, in the Nelms Memorial Funeral Home 
Chapel with the Reverend Dr. Larry Davidson, Jr.. as 
officiant.

Funeral service for MRS. LEATHA HUMPHREY (b. 
1934) was held Monday, March 18, at the Little Indian 
Creek Primitive Baptist Church with Elder Dr. Jerry 
Crutcher officiating.

- Royal Funeral Home - 

Funeral service for MRS. MARY ALICE DIXON (b. 
1946) was held Monday, March 25, at the Royal Chapel 
of Memories with Pastor Denzil Bryant officiating.

Funeral service for REV. DR. HENRY BRADFORD, 
JR., (b. 1921) was held Saturday, March 23, at Union 
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, with Dr. Charles 
Lee as eulogist and Dr. Mitchell Walker officiating.

Funeral service for MINISTER FRED WALTER “BIL-
LY” HOUSTON (b. 1938) was held Saturday, March 
23, 2019 at New Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church 
(11479 Dogwood Flat Road, Tanner, AL 35671) with 
Pastor Larry Lockett officiating.

Funeral service for MR. LOUIS EDWARD COOPER, 
JR., (b. 1944) will be 12 noon, Friday, March 29, at 
the First Missionary Baptist Church with Dr. Julius R. 
Scruggs officiating. 

Memorial service for MR. LEE CHATMAN (b. 1941)
will be 1 p.m., Friday, March 29, at the Royal Chapel 
of Memories (4315 Oakwood Avenue NW, Huntsville, 
Ala.).

Funeral service for MRS. SYLVIA DIANE WHITMAN 
MARTIN (b. 1955) was held Saturday, March 23, at 
Saint Rebecca Primitive Baptist Church (330 Grim-
wood Road Hazel Green, AL 35750) with Pastor Ricky 
Moreland officiating.

Funeral service for MR. JOHNTE’ LAWARD RICH-
ARDSON (b. 1973) was held Friday, March 22, at 
Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church (315 Win-
chester Road Huntsville, AL 35811) with Dr. O. Wen-
dell Davis officiating.

    Huntsville City 
Council’s regular meet-
ings are held in the 
City Council Cham-
bers of the Municipal 
Building on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of 
each month at 6 p.m.   
Council work sessions 
are also held in the 
Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building on the 
1st and 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 6 p.m.
    For more informa-
tion, call (256) 427-
5011.

Huntsville  City 
Council Meetings

scripture ends this 
way; And WHEN 
they were come, 
and had gathered 
the CHURCH 
together, they 
rehearsed ALL 
that GOD HAD 
DONE with them, 
and how HE HAD 

OPENED the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles. AND 
THERE they abode a long 
time with the disciples. 
God is still God. 

Called      Preach
by Pastor/Founder Michael D. Rice

Grace Gethsemane Mission Church

2
And When, And After, And There

Acts 14:21-28
     The Book of Acts is just 
that, a book of acts done 
by the Spirit of God as He 
empowered those who 
were used to do those Acts. 
In the verses listed, there 
are several Acts listed that 
are preceded by the words, 
and when…and after…and 
there. What is marvelously 
unfolded in this pericope 
is the masterful method of 
deliberate and dutiful steps 
taken by Paul and Barnabas 
as they carried out their 
missionary agenda.
     Unfortunately, so much 
of what is supposed to be 
powerful exhibits of the 
presence and purposes 
of God, gets covered up 
and bypassed because too 
much is left to wishful 

thinking rather than wise 
and thoughtful acts done 
by the Spirit of God. 
     The church of God is 
meant to be visible, viable, 
and her work verifiable. 
This can only be so when 

we as believers are 
in lock step with 
the Spirit of God; 
not political affili-
ations and tribal 
trivialities. This is 
especially true in 
our nation in this 
season of spiri-
tual wickedness 
in high places, corrupt sys-
tems and verbiage that is 
designed to stoke fear and 
division rather than hope 
and unity. This passage of 
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  Spotlight on Our Elders ... Featuring 

Mrs. Rosa Rice Walker 
     Mrs. Rosa Rice Walker is 
a retired classroom instruc-
tor from the Huntsville City 
Schools System with more 
than 35 years of teaching 
experience in a variety of 
systems and settings.
       Mrs. Walker’s education 
career is broad and diverse, 
encompassing kindergarten 
through high school levels. 
Moreover, at the postsec-
ondary level, she served 
as assistant director of the 
Career Testing and Educa-
tion Development Center at 
Alabama A&M University; 
developed and administered 
summer learning camps at 
Alabama State University; and 
worked in admissions at Troy 
University (Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla., campus). She has taught 
in public school systems in 
Alabama, Florida, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and 
Virginia. Beyond her public 

school experience, 
she also taught at 
a private Christian 
academy and served 
as a teaching effec-
tiveness consultant 
at another. Ad-
ditionally, she was 
a consultant and 
presenter with Empowerment 
Concepts, Inc., a business she 
co-founded with her husband.
     Rosa grew up in Huntsville 
and graduated from William 
Hooper Councill High School. 
She earned an Associate of 
Arts degree at Crane [now 
Malcolm X] College in Chi-
cago, Ill., a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education at 
Alabama A&M University, a 
master’s degree in counsel-
ing at Troy University, and a 
master’s degree in elementary 
education at Alabama A&M 
University. Additionally, she 
attended Hampton University 

in Virginia for cer-
tification in school 
administration. 
     She also volun-
teers time to men-
tor/tutor local high 
school and college 
students.
Her current and 

past board affiliations include: 
AAMU-UAH Regional In-
Service Education Center, 
Huntsville Education As-
sociation, Regional Hands-On 
Science Center (Tullahoma, 
Tenn.), Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program (RSVP), and 
South Jackson Civic Center 
(Tullahoma, Tenn.).
      Rosa’s community involve-
ment includes Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Huntsville 
Human Relations Council, 
Huntsville Depot Museum 
Curriculum Group, Junior 
Achievement Classroom 
Presenter, and others.  

Make Your Gift A WINNER This Year!

HOUNDSTOOTH CARD FEES & RESTRICTIONS: $20 minimum per card; $500 maximum. $5 per month inactivity fee after 12 months. $5 reissue fee. 
Some restrictions may apply. Purchase and use of gift card subject to certain fees & the VISA Gift Card Terms & Conditions. Contact your local Bryant 
Banker for more details.

The Houndstooth Card
PRE-PAID GIFT CARD

TM

Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

The Ivy Center Offering Mini-Grants, Scholarships
      The Ivy Center of 
Huntsville/Madison 
County Foundation, Incor-
porated, is now accepting 
proposals from Non-Profit 
Organizations for funding 
in an amount not to exceed 
$2,000.  

     The project/program 
submitted must be related 
to STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Math), cultural awareness, 
education, and/or econom-
ics for disadvantaged youth 
and their families and be 
submitted by April 20.

   The RFP is now available 

to download at www.Ivy-
centerfoundationhsv.org.  
      Applicants will receive 
a letter notifying them 
whether the proposal was 
approved. If approved, 
funds will be awarded dur-
ing the 13th Annual White 
Linen Brunch on June 15, 
2019.

Scholarship Opportunity
    The Ivy Center of Hunts-
ville/Madison County 
Foundation, Incorporated, 
will present scholarships 
(up to $1,500 each) to 
single parents planning 
to begin or continue their 
education at an accred-

ited institution of higher 
learning, vocational, or 
technical school (in the fall 
of 2019).

    The application is now 
available to download at 
www.Ivycenterfounda-
tionhsv.org.  

      The deadline for 
submission is May 18, 
2019.  Scholarships will 
be presented during the 
13th Annual White Linen 
Brunch on June 15, 2019.  
     Please call (256) 457-
1020 for questions and/or 
additional information.

“I am convinced that Nigeria would have been a 
more highly developed country without the oil. I 

wished we’d never smelled the fumes of petroleum.” 
                                                              - Wole Soyinka

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason
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BIRTHDAY - March 29 - PEARL BAILEY - Tony & Emmy Award-
winning singer and actress.  After appearing in vaudeville, she made 
her Broadway debut in St. Louis Woman in 1946. She won a Tony 
Award for the title role in the all-black production of Hello, Dolly! 
in 1968.                                                           - BlackinTime.info

2012 20162008 2019
FOUR TIME MEN’S                     BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS!

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !

The Valley Weekly 
Honors the Alumnae of The Tennessee Valley Diversity Leadership Colloquium Women’s History Month 2019

“Visionary Women: Champions for Servant Leadership, Community Engagement and Inclusion”  (Continued from Page 5)

Dr. Monica L. Dillihunt Courtney R. Hawkins Julie Johnson Katrishka King Melissa Marty DeAnna McCarver Rose Monroe Kandace Betts O’Neal

Vonda O. Maclin Carol Pendergrass Arlean Thomas Kimberly C. Williams Kristen H. Willis Kimberly F. Blanding Shanetria Brown Laurel C. Long

Michelle L. Watkins Chassity Burns

Valeria L. McConnell Derry L. Smith

Lisa A. Statum Angela L. Walker Tekeyah Williams Rashida Dore Wilson
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