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“Leadership should be born out of the understanding 
of the needs of those who will be affected by it.”

- Marian Anderson

Diversity Leadership 
Colloquium Hosts Forum

      The Tennessee Valley Diversi-
ty Leadership Colloquium (DLC) 
held a “Candidates Forum” on 
Tuesday, July 26, at Fellowship 
of Faith Church Fellowship 
Hall.  The forum attracted 13 
candidates vying for the offices 
of mayor, city council and school 
board in Huntsville.  
      The forum allowed the com-
munity an opportunity to hear 
and meet the candidates.
    DLC graduates Andrew M. 
Sieja, attorney, Martinson & Bea-
son PC, and Samuel T. Greene II, 
president/CEO of Greene Con-
sulting, served as moderators.   
     Among the participants were 
the following:   
      Mayor: Tommy Battle and 
Jackie Reed (Not Present: Ken 
Boyd).
    School Board District 5: Carlos 
Mathews and Pamela Hill

     City Council District 5:  Will 
Culver, John Meredith (Not Pres-
ent: Jacob Kristopher Anders and 
Thad Clarke).
     City Council District 1: Devyn 
S. Keith, Michelda Johnson, 
Richard Showers, Sr., Robert 
Hewlett Jr., and Peter Proctor.
     School Board District 1:  Mary 
L. “Jackie” Sawyer, Laurie Bone 
McCaulley and Michelle Watkins 
(Not Present:  Mary L. “Jackie” 
Sawyer).  
      DLC offers both aspiring and 
experienced leaders opportuni-
ties to benefit from qualified and 
seasoned trainers, scholars, and 
business professionals who share 
and discuss research and best 
practices regarding attainment of 
excellence through diversity.    
    For more information about 
the DLC and/or future events, 
please call (256) 536-9717.

DLC Accepting 
Fall Applications

     The Tennessee Valley Diver-
sity Leadership Colloquium is 
finalizing arrangements for its 
eight-week fall class.  Acceptance 
deadline is September 6.
     DLC offers inspiring and 
experienced leaders opportuni-
ties to benefit from qualified and 
seasoned trainers, scholars, and 
business professionals who share 
and discuss research and best 
practices regarding obtaining 
excellence through diversity.    
     DLC is designed for individu-
als interested in gaining access to 

networks, mentors, and sponsors 
that have traditionally not been 
available to diverse members of 
the broader community.  En-
rollees will be exposed to topics 
such as: Understanding and Em-
bracing Diversity, Organizational 
Culture and Structural Reform, 
Racial and Gender Intelligence, 
Social Justice and Equality, Net-
working and Mentoring, Politics, 
and more.  Cost: $795.  
    For more information, call 
(256) 536-9717.

New South Endorses 
Municipal Candidates

     Dr. Herman Mixon, 
president of the Alabama New 
South Alliance, announced 
that the organization has 
endorsed the following can-
didates in the upcoming 2016  
election:
     Tommy Battle for Mayor; 
Michelle Watkins for School 
Board District 1; Carlos 
Mathews for School Board 
District 5; Will Culver for City 
Council District 5; and Dr. 
Richard Showers, Sr., for City 
Council District 1.  
     The municipal election will 

be held on Tuesday, August 23, 
2016. 

TVCWRT Talk 
Scheduled

     The Tennessee Valley Civil 
War Round Table will feature 
“Claude Minié and His Magic 
Musket Ball” by Mark Hubbs on 
Thursday, August 11. 
      The event will be held at the 
Elks Lodge at 725 Franklin Street 
in Huntsville.  
    The talk will focus on the 
invention of the expanding base 
muzzle-loading bullet and how 
it affected casualties and tactics 
during the Crimean War and the 
Civil War. Part of the program 
will be use of artifacts to clearly 
explain the difference between a 
rifle, musket and rifle musket and 
the loading of each.
    Hubbs is an 11-year veteran 
of the U.S. Army Infantry. Since 
leaving active duty, he has worked 
as an environmental protection 
specialist and archaeologist for 
the US Army Space and Missile 
Defense Command on historic 
Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, 
Alabama.
    Hubbs is a member of the Sons 
of the American Revolution, 
The Madison County Historical 
Society and was the co-founder 
of the Tennessee Valley Civil War 
Round Table.
     The public and all visitors 
welcome.  For additional infor-
mation about the Tennessee Val-
ley Civil War Round Table and 
its upcoming events, call (256) 
278-5533.
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Your Washington Recap

The Hamm Consulting Group

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

Rosetta James Scholarship Foundation

#94612
The Rosetta James Scholarship Foundation provides financial schol-
arship to undergraduate students who demonstrate sound academic 
principles; commitment to community volunteerism, civic engage-

ment and unselfishness to assist others in 
Huntsville/Madison County.

The Rosetta James Foundation is a 501(c)3 organization with a 0% 
Administrative and Fundraising  Rate (AFR).  For additional infor-

mation, contact (256) 536-9717 or write 
P.O. Box 17452, Huntsville, AL  35810.

Here are the top issues in Wash-
ington, D.C., this week:

 1. The House and Senate are in 
recess until September 6.

2. President Obama is in Atlanta, 
Ga., to address the Disabled 
American Veterans Confer-
ence.  On Tuesday, he and Mrs. 
Obama hosted a state dinner at 
the White House for Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
on the 50th anniversary of the 
two (2) countries’ establishment 
of diplomatic relations.  

On Wednesday, President Obama  
hosted a “town hall” meeting in 
D.C. for 1,000 young African 
leaders, who are convening at 
the Omni Shoreham Hotel after 

6 weeks of academic study under 
the Mandela Washington Fellow-
ship for Young African Leaders. 

3. Last Friday, federal courts in 
two (2) separate cases struck 
down voter identification laws 
in North Carolina and Wis-
consin on the grounds that the 
laws impermissibly discriminate 
against minority voters (although 
the judge in the Wisconsin case 
left the rules intact for the state’s 
Aug 9 primary elections).  These 
rulings are in addition to recent 
setbacks for voter ID laws in 
Kansas and Texas.

4.  Also, last Friday, the Depart-
ment of Transportation an-
nounced $500 million in the 8th 
Round of TIGER transportation 

grants for 40 lucky awardees.

5. The deadline for submitting 
public feedback on the Obama 
administration’s proposal to 
make it easier for federal student 
loan borrowers to have their debt 
canceled when they are defraud-
ed by their college. 

Thus far, the comments have 
been pouring into the depart-
ment by the thousands---the 
department had processed more 
than 5,000 comments on the 
proposed rule by the end of last 
week. 

For-profit colleges have mounted 
a campaign against the rule, 
which would stick colleges with 
the cost of loan forgiveness in the 
event that the Education Depart-
ment determines that the college 
defrauded a borrower. Some 
groups appear to have organized 

responses, as many of the public 
comments contain identical boil-
erplate language about concerns 
that for-profit college students 
and taxpayers say they have 
about the rule.

6. 2016 Presidential Watch.  
According to the Nielsen firm 
(plus the totals from PBS sta-
tions which are not included in 
Nielsen totals), Donald Trump’s 
acceptance speech had 34.9 mil-
lion viewers compared to Hillary 
Clinton’s 33.8 million.  However, 
the Democrats beat the GOP on 
each of the first 3 nights of the 
conventions.

THE HAMM CONSULTING GROUP LLC
400 North Capitol Street, NW Suite 585

WASHINGTON D.C.  20001
V: 202-596-838

M: 703-608-1906
RHamm@Hammconsulting.com

www.Hammconsulting.com
TWITTER:

 @HAMMCONSULTING
WE KNOW THE PEOPLE, PLACES, AND 

POLITICS

Councill High School 50th Scheduled
     On August 13, the Legacy 
of William Hooper Councill 
and the 50th Anniversary of its 
closing will be celebrated.  This 
anniversary event will be held 
at the Huntsville Marriott (5 

Tranquility Base, Huntsville, 
AL 35805). Tickets for both 
the Legacy Brunch & Gala are 
$75.00.  For more information, 
contact Brenda Barley Chunn 
at (256) 426-8625.



Publisher
The Valley Weekly, LLC

Editor-in-Chief
Dorothy W. Huston, Ph.D.

Assistant Editor
Georgia S. Valrie

Editorial Assistants
Linda Burruss

Gary T. Whitley

Layout & Design
Independent

Photographer
Eugene Dickerson

- Contributing Editors -
Hortense Dodo

Dave Herron
Amoi Savage

Website Administrator
Calvin Farier

Illustrator
John “Jahni” Moore

Editorial Consultant
Jerome Saintjones

Mailing Address:
The Valley Weekly

415A Church Street - Suite 100
Huntsville, AL 35801

(256) 651-9028
www.valleyweeklyllc.com

Copyright 2016
Items for consideration for publication 

in The Valley Weekly should be sub-
mitted at least TWO weeks in advance 
to above address or by e-mail to info@

valleyweeklyllc.com. Items do not 
necessarily reflect the views of 

The Valley Weekly, LLC.

The Valley Weekly
Ad Rates Single Issue

Back Cover
 10x10-inches        $1,000 
Full Page  10x10 inches            $800
3/4 Page 7.5x10 inches           $600
Half Page  Horizontal
 5x10 inches              $400
 Vertical
 10x5 inches              $400
Fourth Page
 5x5 inches                $200
Eighth Page
 2.5x5 inches             $100
Sixteenth Page
 2.5x2.5                    $50
Classified 1 col.x1 inch                 $6
 (4 col. in. minimum=$24)
6 Month/1 Yr.-10% & 20% Discount!

When you can’t find a 
printed copy of The Valley 

Weekly around town, 
follow us on-line at www.

valleyweeklyllc.com. 

Submissions to TVW do not nec-
essarily reflect the belief of the 
editorial staff and TVW is not 
responsible for the authenticity of 
submissions.

F  rom the Editor

Dorothy

Ah ... The Diamond Years!

Family and Friends gathered for the 75th Birthday Celebration 
Honoring Josephine Scruggs, the First Lady of First Missionary 
Baptist Church on Saturday July 30th. Her son, Rev. Marty Tip-
ton, and his wife Melody planned the event, with the assistance 
of Ms. Shirley Clemons, family and friends. 

Rev. Tipton, who is pastor of First Baptist Church East Nash-
ville (Tennessee), read Proverbs 31: 10-31 and “Lady Jo’s” husband, Dr. Julius Scruggs, offered a 
prayer before the meal--which was catered by Mrs. Ann Warren. Morgan Tipton, Nicki Foley, Joc-
elyn Boustani, and Katrina Eason reflected on “What she means to me.” Homegrown Ryan Patrick 
Parker sang, and all attendees serenaded Lady Jo with “Happy Birthday.” Mrs. Scruggs thanked 
family and friends from near and far for taking part in an enjoyable celebration. 



 Page 4                              The Valley Weekly                       August 5, 2016 

Champion Game Plan for Life
       One of the ways we 
prepare for increase or 
promotion in our lives is 
to be thankful for what we 
already have. Let us not forget 
to be grateful for what God 
is already doing in our lives. 
When we are thankful, it 
creates an atmosphere of joy 
and peace that brings an inner 
strength to us . I know we all 

have problems from time to 
time and that’s why we have to 
be careful about complaining, 
because when we complain, it 
keeps us all stressed out and in 
a place of no progress. Life is 
about momentum so don’t let 
the enemy slow you down on 
your journey …. Stay encour-
aged, my brothers and sisters.

ValleyScopes
by Melissa Wilson/Seloma

GEMINI - The hassles that 
you may have felt susceptible 
to of late will be halting, 
which will give you ample 
time to contemplate some-
thing more pleasant, like a 
fiesta.

CAPRICORN - Through 
your tenacity you’re able to 
discern a matter of perplex-
ity and air out a bewildering 
situation.

LEO - Your courageous na-
ture, along with a readiness 
to rely on inner instincts, 
will help you to maneuver 
through emotional issues 
that you’ve been somewhat 
engrossed with.

TAURUS - The things that 
others might allow to jeopar-
dize their amorous connec-
tions happen to be what you 
openly invite, as a challenge 
in order to tran-
scend yours.

SAGITTARIUS 
- While you are 
cognizant that 
your zealous 
exuberance might 
be obvious, take 
comfort in the 
fact that your 
fierce feelings and 
fervent mindset 
will lead you 
to answers that 

make sense.

SCORPIO - Rest assured 
that a purposeful change 
may both intensify, as well as 
build up, a personal area of 
your life.

AQUARIUS - You might 
find yourself in a slightly 
fickle mood of late.  How-
ever, keep in mind that in 
certain predicaments risk 
can be good; fear not so 
much.

VIRGO - Something notice-
ably astonishing will capture 
your interest, sparking a 
feeling of defiance and  pos-
sibly moving you to action 
in a certain matter.

ARIES - You’ll find that 
your focus on the things 
that you’re grateful for, in 
addition to your positive 

outlook, can be contagious 
and quite encouraging, to 
others.

LIBRA - Your need to vocal-
ize thoughts right now could 
stem from an aversion to 
restraints and hindrances of 
any sort. State your piece. 
Preach.

PISCES - An unannounced 
or unanticipated event will 
give you a cerebral pause, 
where your admiration for 
either something, or some-
one, will tend to expand.

CANCER - You may have 
your eyes set on something 
that could seem to be some-
what of an  optical illusion; 
however, your inner well 
being is your cornerstone 
during the challenges that 
you face.

     Alabama State Black 
Chamber of Commerce 
“5 for 50 Women Business 
Owners Symposium.”
     Join ASBCC at the 
Watermark Place, 4500 
Katie’s Way, Bessemer 
Ala., on August 20 at 8:30 
a.m. with five dynamic 
women business leaders 
for insight on growing 
businesses. 
     For information and 
registration, call (256) 
564-7574.

Conference 
Scheduled for 

Women Business 
Leaders
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Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801

FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

Diversity Leadership Colloquium Hosts Forum
Tuesday, July 26, 2016
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Because it’s a colorful world...

NOW AVAILABLE!!!
Rosetta James Foundation

COFFEE TABLE BOOKS (Vol. 2)
(Hard Cover Edition)

Featuring Inductees
and Pioneer Award Recipients

from 2013-2016

Only $100 each
415A Church Street-Suite 100

Huntsville, AL  35801
(256) 536-9717

Only While Supplies Last!

United We Stand
      Last week during the Demo-
cratic National Convention 
(DNC), we witnessed history 
happening as the first African-
American president and the first 
female president nominee of 
the Democratic Party, 
shared the stage in 
support of one another. 
It was a beautiful thing 
to see two people who 
are considered mi-
norities in America, a 
female and an African 
American male, in 
such a major political 
position. 
      As President Barack 
Obama reaches the end 
of his historical term 
governing the United 
States of America, he 
backs the first female 
nominee and former 
First Lady, Hillary Clin-
ton as she enters presi-
dency. Over the course 
of the convention, the speeches 
were undeniably remarkable as to 
be expected from the Democratic 
Party leaders. 
     As Hillary Clinton accepted 
her nomination for presidency, 
she touched on an important 
topic for quite sometime. She ex-
pressed the importance of unity. 
Hillary Clinton addressed the fact 

that one man can’t run a show, 
or do everything on his own. She 
acknowledged the roles that we 
all play in making America great, 
such as soldiers, nurses, teachers, 
entrepreneurs, public servants, 

and more. Instead of trying to di-
vide people and divide countries, 
Hillary Clinton addressed work-
ing together and forming more 
allies as oppose to enemies. 
       This message is much needed 
at a time where there is seeming-
ly so much segregation between 
people. There is a divide between 
cops and civilians, religions, 

LGBT rights, and racism. I was 
proud that Hillary addressed how 
much of a problem division is 
to our country. After all we are 
United States for a reason. 
       Our country was built off 

of the words, “We 
the people,” which 
represents unity and 
accordance. Noth-
ing can be built, not 
Rome and not a home, 
without the help of 
another. USA is a busi-
ness, it is a corporation 
just like any other. It 
requires a president, 
boss, or leader, and 
plenty of people work-
ing together to achieve 
greatness. 
      Our country runs 
off group effort and 
activities that individu-
als put in to make our 
country the best and 
safest place to live. If 

we use that same mentality to 
work in unity on our individual 
projects and tasks, we would 
surely see success and greatness 
as a country.

Photo cred: 
www.chicagotonight.wttw.com

All the best,
Amoi Savage

“As long as we are 
not ourselves, we 

will try to be what 
other people are. ”

- Malidoma 
Patrice Some’

OU Hosts City 
Beautification Awards

     On July 29, Oakwood University host-
ed the Huntsville Beautification Awards 
for the second consecutive year.

     The work of Oakwood’s Grounds 
Department has been recognized on 
the city’s Beautification Honor Roll for 
more than 15 years. The award is marked 
with a green and gold sign at Oakwood’s main entrance to the 
campus.

     Properties are judged on: first impression, originality, 
distinction, design, selection/quality of trees, shrubs, flowers, 
grass, ground cover, maintenance, hardscape design and main-
tenance, and litter control.

     The City Beautification Board was created in 1956, to im-
prove the appearance of Huntsville through ordinances and by 
recognizing the efforts of private and public sectors in making 
a more healthful and beautiful city. Huntsville’s Beautification 
Awards have been presented for 36 years.
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Good Samaritan 
Hospice

-Locally owned and operated-
Call us at 256-772-8108

Remember, It’s your choice, 
so ask for us by name!

 “Proudly serving 
our veterans”

SUCCESS 
STARTS 
HERE

www.oakwood.edu

7000 Adventist Blvd., NW.  |  Huntsville, AL 35896

OAKWOOD IS CELEBRATING ONE HUNDRED TWENTY YEARSOAKWOOD IS CELEBRATING ONE HUNDRED TWENTY YEARS

Oakwood small generic AD.indd   4 2/22/16   10:32 AM

Valley Deaths
    - Funeral service for Mr. John F. Jackson, Sr., will be announced at a later date.
    - Funeral service for Dr. John W. Hall was held at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, August 4, at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Huntsville. Dr. Hall was the husband of State Rep. Laura Hall.
     - Funeral service for Mrs. Mattie Williams Johnson was held Thursday, August 4, at 
Briar Fork Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America with Pastor Theodis Acklin of-
ficiating.
     - Funeral service for Mr. Frank H. Claxton was held Monday, August 1, at 11 a.m. at 
Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church with Pastor O. Wendell Davis officiating.
      - Funeral service for Mrs. Dora L. Petty were held July 30 at 2 p.m. at Hopewell Mis-
sionary Baptist Church with Pastor Larry Davidson, Jr., officiating.

- Nelms Memorial Funeral Home
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REGISTER TODAY! View the course guide  
at Osher.uah.edu/Catalog or call 256.824.6183.

REDISCOVER THE JOY OF LEARNING!

Meet new people and stay intellectually and socially active, while 
having lots of fun! Choose from over 70 daytime and evening courses.

• Alabama in the Civil War 
• The Art of Spain 
• Baseball: The Mirror of America 
• Black Holes Explained 
• Classical Music in Context 
• Meet the Authors 
• The World of Wine 
And many more!

OLLI After Five
Enjoy OLLI programs at a time that works for you! 
Courses held on Tuesday or Thursday, 5:15 – 6:45 pm.

Join a Vibrant Learning Community For Adults 50+

THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE

12-Month OLLI Membership – Only $16.  
Term Course Fee – $85 Covers Up to 4 Courses.  
Additional Courses are $10 Each.

THE FALL  

TERM STARTS  

SEPT. 12!

satisfaction visit us online at damson.com
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RE-ELECT 
COUNCILMAN 

RICHARD SHOWERS, SR. 

Paid for by Friends to Re-Elect Councilman Richard Showers, Sr., P.O. Box 3235, Huntsville, AL  35810 

POWERFUL 
EXPERIENCED AND 

EFFECTIVE 
THE VOICE FOR DISTRICT ONE! 

VOTE 
Tuesday 

August 23rd 

PNC and PNC Bank are registered marks of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). Banking and
lending products and services, bank deposit products, and treasury management products and services are 
provided by PNC Bank, National Association, a wholly-owned subsidiary of PNC and Member FDIC. Certain 
banking and lending products and services may require credit approval.

Investments: Not FDIC Insured. May Lose Value. No Bank Guarantee.

©2016 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. CIB ENT PDF 0915-075-197660 

For more information, visit pnc.com/ideas or contact Christopher Kern at 256-535-2491 or christopher.kern@pnc.com.

CORPORATE BANKING  |  At PNC, we know that cash flow is the lifeblood of your 
business. That’s why we offer insight-driven treasury management solutions that 
look ahead to help you accelerate receivables, optimize payables, enhance liquidity 
management and maximize performance — online and on the go with our mobile 
apps. And we do it all with a focus on relationships, because when our teams work 
seamlessly together, we can help accelerate your business’s growth.


