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ELDER OF THE WEEK

U.S. Space Command Moving to Huntsville

Redstone Arsenal
in Huntsville has
been selected as
the permanent
headquarters for
U.S. Space Com-
mand (USSPACE-
COM), marking a
major milestone in
Americass strategic

defense posture.

The decision, an-
nounced by Presi-
dent Donald Trump,
follows a thorough,
twice-reviewed site
selection process
that confirmed
Huntsville’s ability to
support the mission’s

long-term objectives
and national secu-
rity priorities. About
1,400 USSPACE-
COM jobs will tran-
sition to Redstone
Arsenal over the
next five years. State
and local partners
have reaffirmed their

original commit-
ments made during
the original 2020 site
selection process.
Huntsville has
invested heavily to

ensure mission readi-

ness, noted Hunts-
ville Mayor Tommy
Battle. - Huntsvilleal.gov

Monte Sano Art Fest Attracts Wide Slate of Artists

Breathtaking
views and outdoor
adventure will
complement one-
of-a-kind artwork at
the Monte Sano Art
Festival, presented by
Damson Automotive,
September 20-21 at
Monte Sano State
Park. A Huntsville

tradition, the juried
art festival will pres-
ent over 140 local
and regional artists,
a selection of local
food vendors, and
featured musicians.

The Festival will
open to the public
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

on Saturday, Sept. 20,
and from 9 a.m.-4
p-m. on Sunday, Sept.
21.

Arts Huntsville
does not charge
admission to the fes-
tival; however, Monte
Sano State Park will
charge $10 per car
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for parking or $5
per walk-in festival
attendee, cash only.
All funds go towards
supporting the state
parks system.

This year’s festival
is presented by
Damson Automo-
tive, with additional
support from Torch
Technologies, Legacy
Health Chiropractic,
COLSA, Leaf Filter,
Vista, Sam’s Club,
and Renewal by
Anderson.

Visit the Arts
Huntsville website
or call (256) 519-
ARTS (2787). Arts
Huntsville can be
found on Facebook
and Instagram at @
ArtsHuntsville.

Drakes FAME Launches FlrstCohort R

Drake State
welcomed the
inaugural cohort
of students in the
new FAME (Federa-
tion for Advanced
Manufacturing Edu-
cation) program.
Led by Dr. Myron
Parks and Instructor

Jacob England, 15
students attended
their first class of
the semester and
began an educa-
tional journey that
blends classroom
learning with
hands-on industry

Through partner-

ships with leading
companies such

as Mazda Toyota
Manufacturing,
Toyota Alabama,
Runergy, Bruderer,
and Blue Origin,
students gain valu-

able skills by “earn-
ing while learning?”
The program equips
them with both
academic knowl-
edge and real-world
expertise while they
work toward their
degrees.

DREAM BIG: The
Valley Weekly and
local artist John Jahni’
Moore recently unveiled
his mural--“Hills of
Dreams”--at Rolling
Hills Elementary School,
transforming a cafeteria
wall into a stunning
work of art.


http://myprogressbank.com
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Washingt
One Minu

Here are the latest top
issues and events in Washing-
ton, D.C.:

1. CONGRESS. The House
and Senate reconvened
Monday. The House took up,
among other items, the FY
2026 Energy and Water Ap-
propriations bill. The House
Appropriations Subcommittee
on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and
Related Agencies considered
its FY 2026 spending bill on
Tuesday, September 2. Reps.
Massie (R-KY) and Khanna
(D-CA) were expected to cir-
culate a discharge petition this
week (needing 218 signatures)
that would force the House
GOP leadership to vote on
making convicted child sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein’s files
public ... The Senate started
the week with a cloture vote
(needing 60 votes) on a mo-
tion to proceed to the nearly
$1 trillion FY 2026 Defense
Authorization bill. On the
congressional redistricting
front, Missouri GOP Gov.
Mike Kehoe alled the state
legislature into a special ses-
sion on Wednesday to vote on
anew map that targets Kansas
City Democratic Congress-
man Emanuel Cleaver and

N

C

could give the GOP control of
7 of the state’s 8 districts (the
current Missouri delegation
ratio is 6 Rs to 2 Ds).

by Ron Hamm

2. EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
Last Thursday night, the
White House transmitted

a 15-page notification to
Congress that it intends to
cancel $4.9 billion in Con-
gressionally-approved foreign
aid funding (including $445
million for U.N. peacekeeping
operations) in what is known
as a “pocket rescission” On
Friday, Senate Appropriations
Committee Chair Susan Col-
lins (R-ME) called the action
a “violation of law;” which,
because it was transmitted
very close to the end of the
fiscal year when the funds are
scheduled to expire, is an “at-
tempt to rescind appropriated
funds without congressional
approval” The Washington
Post reported last week that
the Department of Hous-

ing and Urban Development
is threatening to withhold
federal funds from the D.C.
public housing authority if it
does not immediately share its
tenants’ citizenship status and
also that housing authorities
around the nation will soon
be ordered to start identifying

I

“mixed family” units, along
with names, addresses, Social
Security numbers, and infor-
mation about their statuses.

3. SUPREME COURT. Last
Thursday, the State of South
Carolina filed an emergency
petition asking the Supreme
Court to pause an order by
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 4th Circuit that requires
a public school in the state

to allow a transgender boy

to use the boys’ bathroom
while he challenges a state
law that requires students to
use bathrooms based on their
biological sex at birth. South
Carolina cited the Supreme
Court’s June 18, 2025, decision
in United States v. Skrmetti,
in which 6 justices upheld
Tennessee’s ban on medical
treatments for transgender
minors, as the basis to put the
appeals court ruling on hold
for now.

4. CDC DIRECTOR FIRED.
On Thursday, HHS Secretary
Robert E. Kennedy Jr. was
scheduled to be in front of the
Senate Finance Committee

to testify in a hearing about
his health care agenda, but
certainly to face questions
about last Wednesday’s firing
of Centers for Disease Control
Director Susan Monarez (who
was confirmed by the Senate
on July 29th) and the resigna-
tions of 4 senior CDC officers
... Last Thursday, Senator Bill
Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA), Chair
of the Senate Health, Educa-
tion, Labor, and Pensions
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Committee, called for the U.S.

Department of Health and
Human Services Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) to indefi-
nitely postpone its September
18 meeting and further stated
that “if the meeting proceeds,
any recommendations made
should be rejected as lacking
legitimacy given the serious-
ness of the allegations and
the current turmoil in CDC
leadership.

5. FEDERAL RESERVE.
Last Thursday, Federal
Reserve Board Governor
Lisa Cook, who was sworn

in on September 13, 2023,
for a term ending January
31, 2038, sued the President
to block his attempt to fire
her. The White House fired
Cook on Aug. 25 and has
alleged that Cook made
misrepresentations on her
mortgage documents when
purchasing homes in Georgia
and Michigan and a condo in

Massachusetts in 2021 (gov-
ernors may only be fired for
cause). The next meeting of
the Federal Reserve’s Federal
Open Market Committee is
Sept. 16th -17th.

6. TARIFFS STRUCK
DOWN. Late Friday, 7 of 11
judges on the Federal Circuit
Court of Appeals ruled that
most of President Trump’s
tariffs are illegal under the
International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA)
of 1977; however, the court
allowed the tariffs to remain
in place through October 14
to give the administration a
chance to file an appeal with
the court ...

7. HIGHER EDUCATION.
Congressional Democrats
are raising concerns after
the Trump administration
announced it will no longer
defend the $350 million
Hispanic-Serving Institu-
tions (HSI) grant program in
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court—a move they say could
effectively end the initiative.
Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA)
and Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-
TX), co-chairs of the Congres-
sional HSI Caucus, warned
that eliminating the program
jeopardizes the education of
two-thirds of Latino under-
graduates and millions of
students of all backgrounds
nationwide. HSI-designated
community colleges and
universities serve not only
Hispanic students but also
White, Black, Asian, and other
underrepresented groups,
highlighting their importance
to educational equity and the
economy.

Hamm Consulting Group
1717 K Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20006
T:202-596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.com
www.hammconsulting.com
WE KNOW THE PEOPLE,
PLACES, AND POLITICS

It’s our birthday,
but we’re

celebrating
you.

This year, as Bryant Bank marks
our 20th birthday, it’s our

customers who deserve the
accolades. For two decades,
you’ve trusted us, believed in us
and relied on us to help you
meet your financial goals.
Without you, there would be no
us. So thank you to everyone
who has been, and continues to
be, a valued part of our family.

Albert’s Flowers

Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital
Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS,
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

ATHENS | DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE | SOUTHEAST HUNTSVILLE

BRYANTBANK.COM

mmmmmm
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Put the Guns Away! Violence Ends Today!

[] ° (m W e 8k| versnce the pandemic -hyKimberlyFerguson
Letting Go, Holding On y Weekly i,

Publisher Going in churches
The Valley Weekly, LLC Gun madness
Al tt life ch d Ends in sadness
most two Years ago, my 1I1e C ange Editor-in-Chief We could prevent it

With an assault weapon ban and
Dorothy W. Huston, Ph.D. A hefty fine on gun fwners
_ Because kids are getting access to weapons
In the home
Editorial Consultant/ 11; arent; lﬂ”ek l'iahiz
: : or not locking them u
Sem(.)r Edltor d Then after yofr child has brought the gun to school
Jerome Saintjones, Ed.S. You recall he’ got it
But too late then
This happens again and again
Editorial Assistant Society has normalized gun violence
The politicians who support the NRA
Are sponsors of mass shootings
. . You don’t really care about children
Advertising Associate The number one cause of death in Alabama
Morgan Saintjones For children under 17 is firearms
Alabama do better!
This is a call to action
From every mayor and every elected official
To have a conversation with parents and youth

forever when my husband died suddenly

in a plane crash. Since then, I have learned

what it means to live with grief while man-

aging everything that was once “ours”—our
home, our business, our family relationships.
Fear and overwhelm became daily compan-

ions. {

Linda Burruss

Next week, I will move into a different
home. That means sorting through decades
of memories—high school proms, foot-

- Contributing Editors -
tim allston

. Minister Preston Brown It’s preventable if you pass legislation
ball games, college years, wedding albums, ¢ Gloria B. Caldwell In Alabama Witf:ystgy%nes ¥
children’s artwork, and family treasures. The ~ { o SEveri ['m going to keep addressing it

.. Gary T. Whitley, Jr. In Huntsville )
hardest part has been realizing that what -and- Every child needs to not think guns are cool
] “Aunt Irma” Don't let the music industry fool ya
holds deep meaning for me may not hold unt frma They can take a deal
. . For gun ownership
the same meaning for my grown children. Photographers Andpyyafine © L 3
. . . “Gip” Gi It’s time America draws the line
They have their own homes, their own fami- Anthony “Gip” Gibson Guns lead o jail
Jerome Saintjones Without bail]
lies, and their own memories to build. So, at Parents contine to fail
. . . ' Website Administrator Lock up your guns
this p01nt’ less is better for me! Calvin Farier Or you should be charged with accessory
Because you provided the gun
Mailing Address: You put locks on your phone

But not a dangerous weapon
The Valley Weekly We have gun free zones
P. O. Box 893 - Huntsville, AL 35804 I'm thinking you don’t care

This process of letting go is painful, yet
it is also liberating. I am learning that the

. . . . (256) 651-9028 Because police are not charging you
value of these things is not in the objects AT e Which tells other parents
themselves, but in the love, laughter, and life Copyright 2025 I}ﬁ’fg’,ﬁfﬂffg"iﬁ%e wrong

Items for consideration for publication in The No children b EZOHg 11 possession
Valley Weekly should be submitted at least Of a firearm in Alabama
TWO weeks in advance to above address or Parents put away your guns
by e-mail to info@valleyweeklyllc.com. Items Social media will help us find your children and you
published do not necessarily reflect the views of  Gun control is a good thing
The Valley Weekly, LLC. When you have guns
Submissions to TVW do not necessarily reflect And you know you should lock them up
the beliefs of the editorial staff, and TVW is not Because you know Whatyour children
responsible for the authenticity of submissions. Are capable of doing

For social media likes

As I pack each box, I remind myself: letting go of things does not mean letting go = A e
. . . ONLINE NEWS AL s
of the people or the love we shared. Those live forever in me, and in those who come ASSOCIATION 0 it can fren

they represent. My new chapter is not about
loss, but about carrying forward the essence
of what truly matters—faith, family, resil-
ience, and love.

But like New Edition said this is the end!
after. They will be in an orange jumpsuit
Charged as an adult
Save your my son didn’t do anything
The Valley Weekly He got the gun
Ad Rates Single Issue And the system will teach him

It’s the only way to reach him
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Montgomery’s black leaders did not publicize Colvin’s pioneering effort. She . They go to court .
was an unmarried teenager at the time, and was reportedly impregnated by a Sitenth Page Judge has the police report
> 2525 §75 They have built a case

married man soon after the incident. - Blackcelebritybirthdays.org Classified 1 colx inch $100/Flat Fee Add the gun
The system got another one
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NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL 35816
www.nelmsmemorial.net
(256) 539-8189

Funeral services for MR. WILLIAM HOWARD BRAD-
FORD, II (b. 1945); MRS. JOYCE R. SANFORD (b. 1954)
and MRS. PEGGY JOYCE FORD PARKER (b. 1940) will
be announced at a later date.

Funeral service for MS. ANGELIA LYNETTE LIGHT-
FOOT (b. 1986) was Tuesday, September 2, at Nelms
Memorial Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Al Holman of-

ficiating.

Funeral service for MRS. JUANITA R. COLLIER (b.
1953) was Sunday, August 31, at Nelms Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Danny Baker officiating.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME
4315 Oakwood Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL 35810
www.royalfh.com - (256) 534-8481

Funeral service for MS. MARTHA LOUCILLE FLEM-
ING (b. 1943) was Wednesday, September 3, at the Eb-
enezer Missionary Baptist Church, 7033 Highway 431 S.,
Brownsboro, Ala., with Pastor Jonathon Hambrick offici-
ating.

Funeral service for ELDER HAYWARD EUGENE EA-
SON (b. 1953) was Tuesday, September 2, at the Union
Hill Primitive Baptist Church, 2115 Winchester Road,
Huntsville, Ala., with Rev. Dr. Oscar L. Montgomery of-

ficiating.

Graveside service for MR. BILLIE BURROUGHS (b.
1938) was Saturday, August 30, at the Meadowlawn Gar-
den of Peace, 450 Mt. Lebanon Road, Toney, Ala., with
Elder Renada Bonham officiating.

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME
2505 University Drive NW - Huntsville, AL 35816
www.serenityfuneralhm.com - (256) 539-9693

Funeral service for REV. LARRY “LIGHTNIN” GOR-
DON (b. 1952) was Sunday, August 31, at Pine Grove
Missionary Baptist Church, 759 Pine Grove Road, Har-
vest, Ala.

Funeral service for MR. CARL LESLIE (b. 1956) was
Saturday, August 30, at Saint Bartley Primitive Baptist
Church, 3030 Belafonte Avenue NW, Huntsville, Ala.
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- ou (Mat-
e ® o ‘Jaliey weeky Zhevf 5:16).
l r a Prayer:
Dear God,
PRESTON BROWN'S help us to
G I I l e P an be account-
able for
our own
Today’s Spiritual Game Plan: ~ you needed to change actions.
“B eing Accountable” while you were here on
earth? God is not going Question:
Romans 14:12 says t? ask you one ques- Is it easier
everyone who stands tion about them when for you to
before God will have to ~ YOU 8¢t t0 heaven. So, take advice
give an account for their ! e.member. that our walk give
own life. with God is not about advice?
everybody else when it
Sometimes it’s easier ~ COMes to our intimate Stay
to tell someone else what  Teiationship with God, encouraged,
to do than it is to take and we should treatitas  my brothers

that advice and apply it
to your own life. In other
words, it’s easy for me to
say don't eat this or you
need to work out more
or read your bible more.
But we all need to be
accountable for our own
actions.

We need to stop
saying things like “they
made me mad, or they
made me do something
that I didn’t want to. It’s
time to take responsi-
bility for your life. But
applying this idea to our
lives requires discipline
and self-control.

You see, we all need
to realize and under-
stand that it’s not just
hearing the truth that
makes you free; it’s ap-
plying the truth to our
lives that makes you free.
James 1:22 says, “Do not
merely listen to the word
and deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.” You
know all those people
that you thought that

such ... because God has
chosen you to let your
light shine so that others

Champion Game Plan for
Life, at amazon.com.

and sisters,
and make sure you pur-
chase a copy of my books,

can see the good things  Spiritual Game Plans For NEXT WEEK:
that He has done with A Successful Life and A “No Regrets”
W Yy
N Y
M Y
N v
) 7
b 4
X X e}.}?
S IR L

A New Generation Of Service

SERENTTY

Netms Memorial Paneral Home

“WE CANNOT ERASE THE STING OF DEATH,
BUT WE CANMAEKE IT EASIER”

2501 CARMICHAEL AVENUE
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35816
(256) 539-8189 e (256) 539-8183 (FAX)
WWW.NELMSMEMORIAL.NET
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Like Noah, NBA Hall of Famer Scottie Pippen Saved His
Family — and a Dynasty

From overlooked #2 to essential servant-leader, Pippen embodies
the humility that sustains greatness.

On August 26, 2025, legendary coach Phil Jackson called Scottie Pippen “He’s the

greatest all-around player in the NBA” - Phil Jackson explains why Scottie Pippen was
always the better team player than Michael Jordan - Yahoo Sports.

Coming from the winningest coach-player in NBA history — 13 championships
combined with the Bulls, Lakers, and Knicks — that statement carries Hall of Fame
weight. But it also confirmed something I had written years earlier in my 4th Amazon
best-seller, Where Jump Shots Meet Jesus.

In that book, I argued that dynasties are not built by the loudest or flashiest super-
stars, but by what I call Silver-Mettle Leaders — servant-leaders who quietly put the
team above themselves.

For the 1990s Chicago Bulls, that leader was not Michael Jordan. It was Scottie
Pippen.

Here’s why. When Jordan arrived in
1984, Chicago was entertaining but los-
ing. They didn’t win a playoff series until
Pippen came. Together, they won six
titles — but as Jordan himself admitted:
“Whenever they speak Michael Jordan,
they should also speak Scottie Pippen.

I didn’t win without Scottie. He was my
greatest teammate.”

“Whenever they
speak Michael
Jordan, they
should also
speak Scottie

Pippen.”

— Michael Jordan,
on his greatest
teammate

Pippen proved his leadership when Jor-
dan retired in 1993. He carried the team,
finishing third in MVP voting and keeping
the Bulls competitive. Then, when Jordan
returned, Pippen humbly stepped back
into the #2 role — echoing John the Baptist’s words about Jesus: “He must increase,
and I must decrease” John 3:30.

TIM ALLSTON | LEADERSHIP STRATEGIST

Even off the court, Pippen modeled servant leadership. He chose financial security
for his family over chasing a bigger contract — a decision shaped by caring for his
paralyzed father and disabled brother. In my book, I compared him to Noah: over-
looked, underestimated, but faithful in saving his family.

The lesson is clear: dynasties in sports, business, and life don't belong to ego-driven
stars. They belong to servant-leaders who reflect Jesus’ words: “I came not to be
served, but to serve” Matthew 20:28.

Scottie Pippen was that kind of leader. And thanks to Phil Jackson’s recent words,
the world is finally giving him his due.

Tim Allston

Leadership Player-Coach and Four-time Amazon Best-Selling
Author

“Leading from the Middle”

(256) 212-0949

https://bit.ly/4aB9Lwm, https://bit.ly/4cYZyuz

Email Address: leadingfromthemiddle.tim@gmail.com
Website: www.timallston.com
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Nice and slow ...

When we hear the
phrase “nice and slow;”
it often evokes songs
by artists like Usher
and Freddie Jackson,
reminding us that life
isn't a race. In times
of transition, we fre-
quently desire immedi-
ate change, longing for

calmness and resolution.

However, that’s not how
life unfolds. True trans-
formation takes time.

Building new habits
and unlearning old ones
is a process that requires
patience. It’s essential
to lay a solid founda-
tion for new beginnings.
Remember, anything
built on a flimsy base is
bound to falter. The say-
ing goes, “the only way
to eat an elephant is one

by
Gloria B. Caldwell

Transition ...

bite at a time” Embrace
this philosophy as you
approach your goals.

Whether you're
navigating relationships,
career shifts, personal
development, or health
and wellness, take it
one day at a time. Be
mindful of your actions
and remember why you
chose this path. This
reflection enables you
to move forward with

-
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W ?--..\
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intention.

While it’s important
not to overthink, con-
sider potential outcomes
and be prepared for the
journey ahead. So, take
a deep breath, are you
ready to dive into some-
thing new?

Lace Up! Let’s Go!

God loves you, and so
dol.

He has given you a
gift; open it.

thrivent

A personalized financial approach
based on your Christian values

Craig E Satterfeal
Financial Consultant

craig.satterfeal@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/craig-satterfeal
256-883-5509

Advice | Investments | Insurance | Banking | Generosity

A

nSurance products and licensed linancial advisors

x
m or FINRA's BrokerCheck for mas

ovided by appropriately appon
ment advisony services
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River B Powershot
The Orion
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Oakwood University Church “We are whal
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HAPPENINGS, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

September 13
Village of Providence Farm-
ers Market
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ack, but a
habit!"

September 5 September 5-6
Louis Crews Coach’s Break- Louis Crews Classic Week- 7 Town Center Drive NW Will Duronmk
fast end Huntsville, Ala. =
Ernest Knight Center Alabama A&M University 9a.m.-2 p.m.
Featuring guest speaker:
AAMU Head Coach September 6 Butterfly Release LN
Sam Shade Arts & Culture Exhibition Huntsville Botanical Garden
Tickets: $75/Tables: $1,000 The AAMU Event Center Bob Wa&llace Avenue
(8 per round) - 8 a.m. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. (Free) Il-{)untsvﬂle, Ala.
a.m.

M B )MARTINSON BEASON,PC  [[ovbipai Huntsville Parks and
Delivering Results. R .
ATTORNEYS AT LAW SINGE 1937 ecreatlon Starts
Personal Injury =~ Auto Accidents Probate & Estate Administration Male Mentorshlp
Corporate Law  Real Estate Law  Divorce = Criminal Law Program

Huntsville Parks and
Recreation has opened
registration for its popular
Male Mentorship Program.

Scheduled throughout
the 2025-2026 school year
and led by trained recre-
ation staff, the Male Men-
torship Program empowers
boys ages 8-17 to grow into
confident, positive indi-
viduals.

Registration ($25)
opened last month
and continues through
Wednesday, Oct. 1. Due to
limited space, interested
participants are urged to
register early.

Visit HuntsvilleAL.gov/
malementorship for more
information.

- huntsvilleal.gov

Contact Us www.martinsonandbeason.com

Phone: 256-533-1667
Fax: 256-533-1696

info@martinsonandbeason.com

facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

#lefin]s]s

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Imagine
Your ‘nve

Mechatronics
DRAKE STATE

COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Apply Now
dra kestate.edu

24

. ;
1h
T:‘Amazon.com
i 3\

ON THIS DAY

On this day in Black history, September 5, 1859, Harriet Wilson became the first Black woman
in the United States to publish a novel, with her work Our Nig., a work chronicling her life of
indenture and prejudice. In 1960, Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) won a gold medal at the
Summer Olympics for his light-heavyweight boxing victory.

“There was never a great genius
without a touch of madness.”

- Ben Jonson


http://drakestate.edu
https://www.martinsonandbeason.com
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Mrs. Ruby Jones Dickson
was born in Texarkana, Tex-
as, on March 31, 1943, to the
Reverend Elmer and Mrs.
Nellie Jones. She attended
New Town Elementary
School and graduated from
Paul Laurence Dunbar High
School of Texarkana, Texas.
She became a Christian
at an early age and united
with Red Springs Baptist
Church. After relocating to
the New Town community,
she became a member of the
New Town Baptist Church.
She married the late Edward
Ford in 1963, and to this
union four children were
born: Bridgette Ford May,
Edward (Jerry) Ford Jr.,
Stephanie Ford Shanks, and
Byron Ford.

From 1968-1972, she
traveled as a military wife.
During her travels, she sang
with the K-Town (Kaiser-
slautern) Gospel Singers,
which led her twice to
(NATO) Belgium, a vast
part of Germany, and one
appearance on German
television. In 1972, she
relocated from Oakland,
Calif., (via Texarkana, Texas)
to Colorado Springs, Colo.
There she became a member
of the New Jerusalem Bap-
tist Church and worked with
the Mission, Sunday School,
choir and sang with a gospel
group (The Jubiletts). She
was employed and retired at
Hewlett-Packard.

Dickson was inspired
to write a meaningful and
memorable poem for her
mother’s retirement. This
would be the beginning

of her pursuit to become a
God-given gift as a Christian
poet. In 1988, it was in the
divine plan of God that she
would return to her home
in Texarkana, Texas. She
became an active member of
Macedonia Baptist Church.
She worked with the B.M. &
E. State Convention of Texas
Women’s Auxiliary.

It was in Texarkana that
she wrote and self-published
her first three books: “The
Holy Spirit Speaks,” “O Taste
And See,” and “Think On
These Things.” She attended
a Christian workshop at
the Mount Orange Baptist
Church in Texarkana, Texas.
The facilitator was from the
Sunday School Publishing
Board in Nashville Tenn.
She asked him to look at the
three books. He was very
impressed and asked her
to send them to Nashville
as soon as possible. In De-
cember 1998 at the Winter
Board in Nashville, Tenn.,
her first book signing was
held.

In 1994, she married
the late Reverend Russell
Dickson, pastor of the Unity
Baptist Church, where she
taught Sunday School and
the Mission. It would be two
years later that she would
publish her last book ”The
Suffering Servant. In 2000,
she relocated to Huntsville,
Ala., and united with the
St. Luke Christian Church,
under the leadership of
Reverend T.C. Johnson. At
St. Luke, she taught the new
members class on church
membership, facilitated
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women’s ministries and pro-
grams, and served as ward
leader for 20 families in the
congregation.

She worked in Exodus,
Inc., as an administrative as-
sistant and teacher assistant
in the computer lab. She
attended Calhoun Com-
munity College, earning an
AA in general education.
She was inducted into the
National Honor Society,
was on the Dean’s list, was
noted in “Whos Who in
Junior Colleges of America,”
was nominated among the
top 10 students of Calhoun
and graduated Magna Cum
Laude. She attended Athens
State University to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in religious
studies and a minor in
Christian education.

She is an author pub-
lished by Townsend Press
with four completed works
of poetry: ”The Holy Spirit
Speaks,” “O Taste and See,”
“Think on These Things”
and "The Suffering Servant?”
She now works as a volun-
teer with the Broken Arrow
Ministries, feeding the
homeless in Huntsville, Ala.

my Weekly

Rosetta James Foundation “ Spotlight on Our Elders” ... Featuring

Mrs. Ruby Dickson

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and activ-
ism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The Foun-
dation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us at www.
rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding elder (70+)
that you would like to see featured? Send us a photo and 250-
word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.
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AAMU’s C&I Ph.D. Program Expands ... Exponentially!

Alabama A&M Univer-
sity continues to expand its
advanced degree offerings
with the enrollment of 50
students into the second
cohort of its Ph.D. pro-
gram in Curriculum and
Instruction (CUI). The
College of Education, Hu-
manities, and Behavioral
Sciences hosted the new
class for a two-day orienta-
tion last week, marking
the program’s only in-
person requirement before
students begin their fully
online coursework.

Dr. Lena Walton,
program coordinator and
associate professor of
elementary education, em-
phasized the importance of
the orientation experience.

“We bring them here
to acclimate them to the

valleyweeklyLLC.com

Sunday, September 7, 2025
Thirteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

resources that are available
on campus and accessible
remotely,” said Walton.
“They learn how to use
the library, organize their
financial aid, meet their ad-
visors, and form different
work groups for student-
to-student support”
Launched in Fall 2024,
the Ph.D. in Curriculum
and Instruction is a 60
to 63-credit hour pro-
gram that must be com-
pleted within eight years.
Designed for working
professionals, the program
offers five specializations:
educational administra-

tion, mathematics educa-
tion, reading and literacy,
science education, and
early childhood/elementa-
ry education. Walton noted
that the program is rooted

in human security and
social justice, encouraging
research that addresses eq-
uity, innovation, and evolv-
ing needs in education.
“This particular
program is ideal for
professionals who want
to broaden their impact,”
Walton explained. “Gradu-
ates can move into curricu-
lum development, higher
education administration,
or even teaching adult
learners. Others may re-
turn to the classroom with
new tools for transforma-
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Philemon 1-21
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tive teaching”

For Hovet Dixon, Jr.,
principal of Accel Prepara-
tory Academy in Hunts-
ville City Schools and a
two-time AAMU alumnus,
the program provides both
flexibility and opportunity.

“For me, the level of
convenience is key; said
Dixon, now in his 26th
year in education. “I'm
winding down my career
path in K-12, and I've wait-
ed quite some time to make
the transition to higher
education. The position I

have now is rewarding, but
I’'m ready to prepare for the
next chapter”

Kelly Washington, a
Birmingham educator with
more than two decades
of experience, echoed the
program’s transforma-
tive potential. Currently
teaching fourth grade
mathematics at Oxford
Valley Elementary School,
Washington enrolled with
a desire to shape the future
of education.

“I enrolled because I
want to be able to change
some things I see in educa-
tion,” Washington said.
“I've been in education
for 21 years, and I need
to improve myself to help
students deal with new
challenges ahead. I feel
God has brought me full

THE FUTURE OF FREEDCM

circle. When I was in high
school, I received a schol-
arship to attend Alabama
A&M, but I stayed close
to home. Now, years later,
I finally get to pursue my
dream here”

As Walton reflected, the
Ph.D. in Curriculum and
Instruction is more than
just an academic pursuit -
it is a call to leadership and
innovation.

“We hope our students
will look at research in
areas that no longer serve
some populations and
develop new, innovative
approaches,” she said. “Al-
though we are different in
many ways, this program
prepares us to be success-
ful together in shaping the
future of education”
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Scenes from Book Signing for Jerome Saintjones’ “The Chinaberry Tree”

Sunday, August 31, 2025 - Hidden Creek Club House - Huntsville, Alabama
Hosts: Georgia S. Valrie, Felicia D. Wilson, Dorothy W. Huston and Carla Clift

JEROME SAINT JONES
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Omega Service for Brother Rev. Dr. Theodis “Ted” Acklin

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Frlday, August 22,2025 - Royal Funeral Home - Huntsville, Alabama
Photography: Anthony Gibson

Phillips CME Celebrating 160th Anniversary

Phillips Christian Meth-
odist Episcopal Church will
hold its 160th Anniversary
Black Tie Gala, a milestone
celebration of faith,
heritage, and community
service. The black-tie event
will be held on Thursday,
September 18, at 7 p.m.
at the Von Braun Center
South Hall Ballroom in
Huntsville, Alabama.

This commemorative
evening will bring together
members of the congrega-
tion, local leaders, and
special guests to honor the
church’s rich legacy and
enduring impact. Guests
will enjoy a night of formal
dining, live entertainment,
and reflections on 160 years
of spiritual leadership and
community outreach.

“This is more than a
celebration of history—it’s

a tribute to the generations
who built a foundation of
faith, service, and unity,
said Rev. Dr. Gregory Scott,
pastor of Phillips CME
Church. “We look forward
to an unforgettable evening
as we honor our past and
look ahead to the future”
Tickets and sponsorship
opportunities are available
now. For more information
or to RSVP, contact Clifford

March or visit phillipscme-
church.org

Founded in 1865, Phil-
lips CME Church is one
of Huntsville’s oldest and

most storied congregations.

Rooted in faith and com-
munity, the church con-
tinues its mission to serve,
uplift, and inspire through
worship, education, and
outreach.
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(THERE ARE MANY COLUMNISTS, BUT )

e They’re Not Like Tim!

‘A thought-provoking and insightful take on the latest news and views.
Join TIM ALLSTON every week for interesting perspectives you can't
find anywhere else!

ValleyWeeklyLLC.com
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