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LWV Launches Voting Series
    The League of Women 
Voters of the Tennessee 
Valley has launched a 
weekly series of video
shorts highlighting some 
of the key issues around 
voting in Alabama. 
    The shorts will address
registering to vote, the 
importance of voting, de-
bunking common excuses 
not to vote, absentee
voting, and volunteering at 
the polls. 
    The series kicked off on 
National Voter Registration 
Day, Tuesday, September 
22.   A new short will air 
every Tuesday until Elec-

tion Day.
    The videos will be posted 
to the League’s Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter 

pages (@LWVTNV), 
YouTube (http://bit.ly/
LWVTNV_Youtube) and 
Website (LWVTNV.org).

Drake State Opens Northwoods Facility
     Drake State Community 
& Technical College has 
recently partnered with the 
Huntsville Housing Author-
ity for the grand opening of 
an adult education learning 
center in the Northwoods 
public housing community.
     HHA generously offered 
up one of its apartments to 
be converted into an adult 
classroom. After a recent 
grand opening, adult educa-
tion students can now learn 
closer to home, and the 
program is completely free.
This is Drake State’s second 
off-site adult education 
classroom. The other site is 
located at Asbury Church in 

Madison.
   “We can reach students 
who may live with a dis-
ability, students who are low 
income, and students who 
don’t have jobs but want 
to get their GED or get a 
better education,” said Adult 
Education Director Dr. Doc-
quinn Taylor. “They don’t 
have to worry about travel-
ing to the main campus. 
They can easily walk right 
outside their homes.”
    For some adults, the 
challenges of going back to 
school can feel like a balanc-

ing act. They have 
to juggle between 
family life, childcare, 
job and financial 
responsibilities. 
Drake State’s adult 
education program 
is helping students 
by alleviating some 
of those burdens.    
     Dr. Taylor said partner-
ships are important because 
they can do a lot for students 
who may need assistance 
with transportation or 
someone to care after their 
children.

     “Often times we hear, 
‘I didn’t know about these 
services,’” said Dr. Taylor. 
“Thanks to our partners, 
we’re bringing these services 
directly to the community so 
residents can take advantage 
of educational opportuni-
ties.”

Nation Mourns 
Death of Justice 

Ginsburg

      The 87-year-old 
iconic Justice Ruth Bad-
er Ginsburg died at her 
Washington, D.C., home 
on Friday, September 
18, from complications 
from metastatic cancer 
of the pancreas.  Her 
death initiating a league 
of reflections on her 
productive role on the 
U.S. Supreme Court.
     In more recent 
years, Ginsburg became 
known as a mainstay for 
a larger-than-life legal, 
cultural and feminist 
figure.  The Brooklyn 
native is credited for 
opening several doors  
that had been closed 
because of sex dis-
crimination and other 
injustices.

Campus Groups 
Churn out Civic 

Engagement

     Several campus orga-
nizations came together 
Thursday, September 17, to 
assist students at Alabama 
A&M University exercise 
their full rights as Ameri-
can citizens.
    AAMU’s Civic Engage-
ment Team and its Coali-
tion for Justice through 
Civic Engagement (CJCE) 
handled voter registra-
tion, voter verification and 
absentee ballot requests for 
students in the Marching 
Maroon and White Band. 
    The organizations were 
assisted by Carlton Wright, 
director of bands; members 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraterni-
ty, Inc., Nu Epsilon Chap-
ter; and other volunteers.
     CJCE is chaired by Dr. 
Tonya Perry, chairperson 
of the Department of So-
cial Work, Psychology and 
Counseling.  (Photo by Erica 
Fox Washington)
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“I don’t know what my calling is, but I want to be here 
for a bigger reason. I strive to be 

like the greatest people who have ever lived.”  
- Will Smith

SEPTEMBER 25 - WILL SMITH -  Born in West Philadelphia. 
He has had a successful career in television, film and music. A 
rare feat called “Triple Threat” in the industry. He is the only 
black actor and one of three actors in the history of film to have 
seven consecutive US$100 million blockbusters.     
                                                                                   - BlackinTime.info

  Spotlight on Our Elders ... Featuring 

Eugene H. Scott, DDS
     Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr., 
is a well-known and ac-
complished dentist in the 
Huntsville-Madison
County community. He 
received his B.S. degree in 
geology from Howard Uni-
versity in 1958.
    In recognition of his 
many contributions in his
profession and to society, he 
has received scores of
honors, awards, citations 
and plaques. Some of these
include: Commissioned 2nd 
Lieutenant in the United 
States Army and discharged 
as Captain in 1967; Award 
for the design and fabrica-
tion of an oral/nasal obtu-
rator to treat patients who 
had a cleft palate (to pre-
vent food from going into 
the nasal cavity); and voted 

one of five (5) most out-
standing African Americans 
in the City of Huntsville on 
two (2) separate occasions.
    His civic and professional 
affiliations include: member,
Madison County Dental 
Society; member, Academy 
of General Dentistry; mem-
ber, America Academy of 
Implant Dentistry; mem-
ber, Alabama Academy of 
General Dentistry; charter 
member of Phoenix Group, 
an interceptive group 
designed to prevent delin-
quent/troubled youths from 
incarceration; life member, 
National Association for 
the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP); and 
member Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc.
    Additionally, Dr. Scott 

has served as a member of 
the Board of Directors of 
Huntsville Hospital Dental 
Board; Board of Director, 
Central North Alabama 
Health Systems Agency, 
and Dental Representa-
tive, Head Start North 
Alabama Region.  Dr. Scott 
is married to Mrs. Eunice 
Betts Scott, and they are the 
proud parents of three.

Called      Preach
by Pastor/Founder Michael D. Rice

Grace Gethsemane Mission Church
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“Vapid Vocality”

Genesis 19:12-14
     The word vapid is 
defined as offering nothing 
that is stimulating or chal-
lenging. There are certain 
scenarios where this may 
be the case. It could be 
a motivational speaker 
who is so in name only. 
Unfortunately, it happens 
in pulpits, as well.   
    The late James Brown 
put it quite succinctly in 

his song entitled, Talking 
Loud and Saying Noth-
ing. The text is the story 
of Lot giving his family a 
weightless warning about 
the destruction of the city 
in which they lived. They 
thought he was joking. 
Vapid vocality! 
     As I wrote this, I was 
watching scenes of the 
motorcade of Congress-
man John Lewis’ trek to 

the nation’s capital to lie 
in state at the rotunda for 
two days. The irony of 
this event was that while 
his colleagues on both 
sides of the political aisle 

were honoring him, some 
of their speeches were ex-
amples of vapid vocality 
because they do not prac-
tice even what they “say” 
Representative Lewis 
stood for. Juxtaposed to 
the congressman’s words, 
there is the physical ab-
sence of the one who rep-
resents the highest office 
in the land who, like Lot 
in the text, in the midst 
of the warnings of death 
and destruction because of 
COVID-19, gives words 
of false hope and wishful 
thinking. Congressman 
Lewis’ words are just the 

opposite. His good trou-
ble mantra was more than 
verbiage. It was valid 
and verifiable. It was the 

who, what, and how he 
lived his life. Thank you, 
Congressman Lewis!
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“SHELTER IN THE 
TIME OF A STORM”

    Psalm 91:1 says , Who-
ever dwells in the shelter 
of the Most High will 
rest in the shadow of the 
almighty.
          You know, when we 
look at the seat belts in 
a car, we don’t necessar-
ily notice how nice they 
look or what kind of fab-
ric they are made of. We 
look at them and value 
them for the security that 
they provide. So when we 
put our seatbelts on, we 
expect them to protect 
us in the case of an ac-
cident. This is how it 
should be in our spiritual 
lives. When we put our 
hope and trust in God, 
it allows us to be secure 
in knowing that God 

will take care of us. So 
when the storms of life 
are raging, we can have 
this blessed assurance 
that God is with us, and 
He will be that bridge 
over troubled 
waters. But 
we have to 
remember that 
He didn’t say 
that He would 
save us from 
the storms. He 
said that He 
would be with us in the 
storm. And that should 
provide us with the com-
fort of knowing that He 
is always there. 
     You see, when God 
sent His one and only 
son to die upon a cross 
for the whole world, He 
became our shelter in 
the time of a storm. He 

Champion Game Plan for Life
by Preston Brown

became our security in 
the midst of trouble. All 
we have to do is accept 
Him and believe in Him 
and he will bring security 

to our lives. Just 
like that seatbelt 
when we get 
into our cars. 
     So it’s time 
to “buckle up” 
with God and 
dwell in the 

shelter of the Most High 
and let Him provide the 
peace and the security 
that we need for our lives 
... stay encouraged, my 
brothers and sisters, and 
make sure you purchase 
your copy of my book 
“A CHAMPION GAME 
PLAN FOR LIFE” on 
amazon.com.

Washington in One Minute

     Here are the happenings 
in Washington, D.C., this 
week:

    The House and Senate 
are in  session this week.  
     1.  Both bodies are 
expected to take up a tem-
porary funding bill to keep 
the federal government 
open on October 1 when 
Fiscal Year 2021 starts 
(in lieu of the 12 annual 
appropriations bills which 
are not finished).  The bill 
will fund all government 

agencies at FY2020 levels 
through December 11, 
2020, and reportedly will 
also provide an additional 
$30 billion for aid to farm-
ers and $2.7 billion to pro-
vide school meals for low-
income children eligible 
for free- and reduced-price 
lunches, but who aren’t 
in school to receive them.   
Politico reports that Rep. 
Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-
WA) has filed a discharge 
petition (which requires 
218 signatures) to attempt 

to force a vote in the House 
on a stand-alone extension 
of Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loans.  If 
all 198 GOPers signed on, 
she’d need 20 Democrats 
to join.
     2.  On Monday, Presi-
dent Trump traveled to 
Ohio for campaign events 
at the Dayton International 
Airport and at the Toledo 
Express Airport.  On Tues-
day, he visited the Pitts-
burgh International Air-
port (PA) for a campaign 
event.   On Wednesday, the 
President spoke at an event 
with the Bay of Pigs Veter-
ans Association, which has 
endorsed his campaign, 
and hosted a meeting with 
state attorneys general on 
the topic of social media.   
On Thursday, he visited 
Cecil Airport in Jackson-
ville, Fla., for a campaign 
event.
     3.  The New York Times 

reported on Sunday that 
the body of Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, who passed away at 
87 on Friday from com-
plications of pancreatic 
cancer, is expected to lie in 
repose for an unprecedent-
ed two days at the Supreme 
Court this week, due to 
expected large crowds.  A 
small funeral service is 
also expected to be held for 
Justice Ginsburg, as well 
as a burial at Arlington 
National Cemetery later in 
the week.  President Trump 
this week is expected to 
name his choice to replace 
Justice Ginsburg and NBC 
News reports that leading 
candidates are: 7th Circuit 
Federal Appellate Judge 
Amy Coney Barrett, 4th 
Circuit Federal Appellate 
Judge Allison Rushing, and 
11th Circuit Federal Appel-
late Judge Barbara Lagoa.   
Axios reported that the 

Democrats’ online fund-
raising platform ActBlue 
received a record $91.4 
million in donations in the 
28 hours following Justice 
Ginsburg’s death on Friday.
     4.  Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell ap-
peared at two hearings this 
week on the status of coro-
navirus relief: on Wednes-
day at 10 a.m. EDT before 
the House Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coronavirus 
Crisis and Thursday at 10 
am EDT before the Senate 
Banking Committee (along 
with Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin).
    5.  On Friday, the 
Internal Revenue Service 
and Treasury Department 
published final rules on the 
endowment tax that was 
included in the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act signed into 
law in 2017.  Although, 
higher education advocates 
still oppose the tax, they 

indicated that the final 
rules made improvements 
to the interim rules.  The 
law created a 1.4 percent 
excise tax on net invest-
ments income at private 
colleges and universities 
with at least 500 tuition-
paying students and assets 
of at least $500,000 per 
student.  In a reversal, the 
Treasury and IRS will not 
count a student whose 
tuition is paid through 
federal grants, scholarships 
or institutional aid as a 
tuition-paying student.
   

Hamm Consulting Group
400 North Capitol Street, 

NW Suite 585
Washington D.C. 20001

T: 202-596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.

com
www.hammconsulting.com

      Huntsville City 
Council Regular Meet-
ings are held in the 
City Council Cham-
bers of the Municipal 
Building on the 2nd 
and 
4th 
Thurs-
day of 
each 
month 
at 5:30 
p.m., 
Downtown Huntsville. 
     Watch the meetings 
live via HuntsvilleAL.
gov/HSVTV or on 
the City of Huntsville 
Facebook page (@
huntsvillecity).
    For more informa-
tion, call (256) 427-
5011.

Huntsville 
Council Meetings
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The 100th Year of Mrs. Sylvia Parker Scott
A native of Birmingham, Ala., Mrs. Sylvia Parker Scott was honored on Sunday, September 20, 2020, by members of Church Street Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

on the occasion of Mrs. Scott’s 100th birthday (which is actually Sept. 23).  An alumna of Tuskegee University and Alabama A&M University, 
Mrs. Scott served in the Normal Station (35762) of the U.S. Postal Service for some 30 years, ranging from 1954-84.      

(Photos by Jerome Saintjones and Church Street CPCA)
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September 23
Alabama A&M University
“Start and Go” Podcast
Featuring William Barnes,
President & CEO, Birming-
ham Urban League

September 25
Friday Night Art Walks
Downtown Huntsville
Courthouse Square and Adja-
cent Streets 
Huntsville, Ala.
5-8 p.m. 
 
September 26
Drive-up Voter Services
The Kids of Rocket City
Register to Bote, Apply for 
Absentee Ballots, Absentee 
Ballot Witnesses
(Please Bring Photo ID)
Seminole Boys & Girls Club
125 Earl Street SW
Huntsville, Ala.

Black Jacket Symphony Pres-
ents Pink Floyd’s The Wall
Von Braun Center Mark C. 
Smith Concert Hall
700 Monroe Street
Huntsville, Ala. 
5 & 9 p.m.

September 27
Docent-Led Tour: Art Deco 
Glass from the Huchthausen 
Collection – Closing Day
Huntsville Museum of Art
2 p.m.

Tennessee Valley
Calendar of Events

Thru September 30
Purdy Butterfly House
Adults, $14; Students and 
Military Personnel, $12;
Children 3-18, $9
Huntsville Botanical Garden
Huntsville, Ala.

September 30
AAMU Weekly Podcast
Moderator: Dr. Archie Tucker, 
Vice President for Marketing, 
Communication and Ad-
vancement
Weekly on Wednesdays
www.aamu.edu

October 2-4
NASA Space Apps Challenge
Hackathon-Greater Huntsville
ed.pearson@aamu.edu

“Sinbad”
Stand Up Live Huntsville
huntsville.standuplive.com
Huntsville, Ala.

October 7
“2020 SBDC: DCAA Incurred 
Cost Submissions”
Huntsville Madison County 
Chamber of Commerce
Contact: Michelle Kloske, 
(256) 824-6880 
Huntsville, Ala.
9-11 a.m.

October 8
“HodgeTwins Live”
YouTube Stars
Stand Up Live Huntsville

huntsville.standuplive.com

October 22
Master Artist Workshop
Lian Quan Zhen
“East Meets West: Chinese & 
Watercolor Painting”
Huntsville Museum of Art
$525 Non-members
Huntsville, Ala.
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

October 26-30
City-Wide Revival
First Missionary Baptist 
Church
3509 Blue Spring Road, NW
Huntsville, Ala.

November 15
Sunday Jazz Lunch Brunch 
at Stovehouse featuring Josh 
Couts & Friends
Stovehouse 
Huntsville, Ala.
12 p.m.

November 22
Pre-Thanksgiving Service
Rev. Tramaine Snodgrass
Blackburn Chapel CPCA
507 Plummer Road, NW
Huntsville, Ala.

December 18-20
“Arnez J”
Stand Up Live Huntsville
Huntsville, Ala.
huntsville.standuplive.com

Valley Deaths
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    Back Cover        10x10-inches         $1,000
 
     Full Page  10x10 inches            $800
     3/4 Page 7.5x10 inches           $600
     Half Page  Horizontal
 5x10 inches              $400
 Vertical
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     Fourth Page
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NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME - 
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL  35816 - 

(256) 539-8189

Funeral service for MRS. JESTEVER MARIAN WEST (b. 
1933) was held Saturday, September 19, at Good Hope 
Baptist Church (6200 Buckskin Road, Jetersville, Va.) with 
V.Y. Scott Funeral Home assisting the family.

Graveside service for MR. ROBERT JAMES (“BENSON”) 
WILLIAMS (b. 1954) was held Saturday, September 19,  
at the Carrie Mount Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery 
(Monroeville, Ala.).

Graveside service for MS. SARINA YVETTE TONEY (b. 
1961) was held Saturday, September 19, at Meadowlawn 
Garden of Peace with Minister Jeff Toney officiating.

Funeral service for MS. ABIGAIL COFFMAN (b. 1986)  
was held Friday, September 18, at Nelms Memorial Fu-
neral Home with Bishop G. Calvin Boone officiating.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME - 4315 Oakwood Avenue - 
Huntsville, AL 35810 - (256) 534-8481  

Graveside service for MR. JOHN LEWIS BARNES (b. 
1960) was held Wednesday, September 23, at the Mead-
owlawn Garden of Peace (450 Mount Lebanon Road, 
Toney, Ala.) with Brother Floyd Rodgers officiating.

Public viewing for MR. CALVIN DANIEL FOSTER (b. 
1960) was held Wednesday, September 23, at the Royal 
Funeral Home.

Graveside service for MR. JASON DeSHAWN LOVE (b. 
1978) was held Sunday, September 20, at the Meadow-
lawn Garden of Peace (450 Mount Lebanon Road Toney, 
Ala.) with Pastor Derrick Langford officiating.

Graveside service for MRS. LEE ETHEL HUBBARD (b. 
1925) was held Saturday, September 19, at Eastwood Me-
morial Gardens (7500 Wares Ferry Road, Montgomery, 
Ala.) with Ross-Clayton Funeral Home directing and Roy-
al Funeral Home in charge of local arrangements.

Funeral service for MR. KEANTE QUINTRELL CLEL-
MONS (b. 2000) was held Saturday, September 19, at the 
Keilah Primitive Baptist Church (213 Winchester Road 
NE, Huntsville, Ala.) with Pastor T.C. Johnson officiating.

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME - 2505 University Drive 
NW - Huntsville, AL 35816 - (256) 539-9693

Funeral service for MS. VIVIAN BURNS (b. 1956) was 
held Saturday, September 19, at Serenity Funeral Home 
Chapel, with Dr. Christopher Jermaine Turner, officiating.

Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com
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Jazz and Golf Out 
of Huntsville

by Howard Bankhead

    Since our country is 
presenting our national 
championship, I thought 
it would be fitting to share 
this experience.
    I am pleased to share 
that when the USGA 
awarded grants to youth 
programs, over five years, 
my various programs, 
including Tennessee Valley 
Jazz Youth Golf Develop-
ment-Huntsville, and The 
First Tee of Huntsville, 
were awarded several 
grants. I’m a grant writer 
for my programs, and at 
the time when the USGA 
offered grants, they were 
some of the most chal-
lenging grants to apply for 
and be awarded. I’m not 
boasting, just sharing how 
rare my golfing experi-
ence as a Black man is. At 
the time, the USGA didn’t 
allow non-USGA officials 
to use the logo. I suggested 
for marketing and credit 
purposes for the USGA 
to create and approve the 
use of the USGA logo for 
programs they funded ... 
While I’m at it, we were 
awarded several PGA 
grants as well.
   We were the first 
program in Alabama to 
receive the USGA grants. 
You’ll be surprised by the 
jealousy I received from 
black golfers in the area. 
Many of the white Euro-
pean Americans hated me 
too. But I have a few that 
did and still support my 
program today.
    Big thanks to my youth 
participants and families, 
Dr. Michael Cooper, Steve 
Mack, Dr. Lee Gradford, 
Earnie Ellison, Judy Bell, 
and Debert Cook for 
believing in me.  

November’s “Olympics”: A White House 
Sprint vs. a U.S. Senate Marathon?

“Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new house, doesn’t first 
sit down and figure the cost so you’ll know if you can complete it? If 
you only get the foundation laid and then run out of money, you’re 

going to look pretty foolish. Everyone passing by will poke fun at you: 
‘He started something he couldn’t finish’   

                                                                - Luke 14:28-30 MSG.

In this passage, Jesus counseled listeners to complete what 
they’d started.

“Dollar Tree” Wisdom

I visited Dollar Tree recently to purchase AA batteries. When 
I saw displayed upfront AA four-packs, I was about to grab 
three and head for checkout. With a little more searching, 
however, I discovered two almost-hidden AA six-packs. 

I replaced the three four-packs for two six-packs, giving me 
the same 12 batteries. With a little more diligence, I saved 
both some grocery monies and learned a “Dollar Tree” 
object lesson concerning this November’s presidential and 
senatorial elections: 

Our quicker more attractive grab would be just a White 
House four-pack (a four-year presidential sprint), but the 
better value is the U.S. Senate six-pack (a six-year Senate seat 
marathon).  

A re-elected six-year Senate term = three White House stays, 
for which a president is term-limited to just two.

Do the Math!

Most of our attention is riveted on 2020’s quadrennial presi-
dential “beauty contest” sprint; however, smarter strategists 
recommend investing in the sexennial U.S. Senate marathon.

Although the American majority was pleased electing its 1st 
Black president (sprint), the GOP-controlled Senate thwart-
ed Barack Obama’s 2nd-term initiatives for key legislation 
and longer-term judicial appointments (marathon).

While a “yes-and” strategy (White House-Senate majority) 
may be ideal, if forced to choose, an “either-or” Senate mara-
thon run is better political wisdom.
_________________
tim allston is the author of the free book, 7 Steps to Manage 
Ego Problems: The How-to Guide for “Someone Else,” free and 
downloadable now at www.GetEgoHelpNow.org.

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

Design      •      Print      •      Mail      •      Promotional
256-539-1658           www.xcelprint.com

Because it’s a colorful world...
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satisfaction
visit us online at damson.com

“If you are silent about your pain, they’ll kill you 
and say you enjoyed it.”     - Zora Neale Hurston

NOW OPEN!




